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1. Introduction

Rarotongas the largest of the Southern Cook Islands, which are located within central eastern
Polynesia. The date of its initial colonization is far from clear. From oral accounts and
genealogical sequences a date of arour2bd AD has been postulated (e.g. Campbell 2002,
148) for the earliest settlement by Polynesians arriving from Tahiti and Samoa. More recently,
the settlement of the Cook Islands has been suggested to have beenttat€olynesian
expansi on iareds of Easteréolynesia (e.g. Society Islands), which seentsito oc
c. 900 AD However, given the limited archaeological research conductedRa@arotonga
especially a lack da clear radiocarbon chronolodgr settlement,the date of colonization

and sibsequent sociladevelopment remainsbscure.

Al t hough <characterised as a ‘typical high i
Rarotongas unusual in having a continuous low coastal belt encircling central highlands. It is
around this coast al zone that one of the | ar

the great road of Toi (Teanui o to). This road, also known as tAea Meua (parentroad),

was described by Hiroa (1927, 211) exwdrcling the entire island Actually, prehistoric

encircling roads are present in other Eastern Polynesian contexts, for instancdatheas

known to have run around the coastline of the Bigll a n d , Hawai i, and its
feature of the Makahiki ceremony (Mills 2002, 15Djaces of a coastal circuit road have been
discovered in théPhoenixislands, and Routledge (1919) describes a coastal cacafor

Rapa Nui (Easter Islandjowever, what serves to make th&ra Metua on Rarotonga
outstanding among Polynesian roadsie nature and scale of construction.

Campbell (2006has described the layered character of thea Metuaand how it not only
served a primary ritualr cosmdogicalrole, as suggested by Parker (19%84), but also acted
as a day to day means of movement, structuring and ordetirgg location ofadjacent
buildings, includingnarae, dwellingspaepae koutu, and so forth In short, as a monumental
circuit road, theAra Metua provided a degree of order tpeoples phce in the world, and the
mannerin which they encountered other people and placBgspite warningghat the Ara
Metuac an b ea n‘ad wW@arapiell 2001, 1), there remains substantiajaps in our
knowledge regarding its morphologynd construction sequence, for exampleas it built in
a uniform manner odid it vary in different sectionsanddid it exist as a completeircuit?
Questions of chronology arsequence a equally important, for instanceyhen was it built,
and was it of wunitary constru’ctwiolmhh os$e ctoimpr s
added through time? Also, we know nothing abowawhfrequently (if at all) was it rebuilt,
resurfaed or refurbished in one way or another. Theseuctural questiondranslate into
social questions as in being a monumgaiht the appearanceof the Ara Metug in terms of
grandeur andhe quality ofmaterials, express differences in the social standihdiberent
vakaon the island?



In order to addess these questions a sustainpdogrammeof research onRarotongais
requiredto investigate the composition and chronology of thea metug and associated
structures.Thisreport represents the preliminary results from the first season of research.

2. Fieldwork on he Ara Metua or Te ara nui o toi

2.1 Previous archaeological research

The first archaeological investigations of tAea Metuawere undertaken by R. H. Parker
(1974) some forty years aftethe initial observations by Hiroa (1927), as part of a series of
fieldwork seasons conducted throughout the 1960s Rarotongaby teams from the
Canterbury Museum, New Zealand. By this time very little of the great roagpasted by
Hiroaafter his visit in 1926, remained as a visible monument. The Canterbury Museum team
identified a number of research questions concerning Ara Metuato be addressed by

fieldwork:
1. Whether or not the road atd arhye (g%é&ehiifiauddy r a n
Hiroa in 1926)
2. Whether or not the road was paved throughout its circuit.
3. The date of its initial construction.
4. The purpose of its construction ‘“and its

the important maraewhich flank it and which it seems designed to link (Parker 1974, 63).

Because of time constraints &raietugimane dfthemi t
above questions were conclusively answered by fieldwork. Nonetheless, Parker felb able
make certain statements based upon their observations in the field:

1.

It seems certain that the road did completely encircle the island and no evidence indicating
substantial gaps was found except possibly in the instance referred to in the next paragraph
With a much lower degree of certainty evidence was found indicating that the kerbing at least
may have been continuous throughout the length of the road. In spite of the almost total
destruction there were only relatively short sections in which no evigefor kerbing was
found. The main gap was between the eastern end of the Arorangi district and the western
end of the Takitumu district where a longish section of the presumed course of the old road
crosses agricultural land. As might be expected, Vilguw trace of the road was found here.

At this point, the presumed course of the Ara Metua crosses a patch of deeply gullied and
scrub covered land where it proved impossible to locate the road at all.

It was clear that the final form of road was conteonary with the final phase of the various
maraewhich adjoin it. It is possible (but could not be conclusively established nor conclusively
rejected) that the earliest reconstruction of tirearaewere similarly linked by earlier versions

of the road.

It is highly plausible that the road was built to link the groupsmaraewhich adjoin it and

that its functions were ceremonial and related to the functions ofrtie@ae This is suggested
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Writing inearly28cent ur vy,
pl aces,
fieldwork in the 1960s, much of théra Metua was represented merely by three
road

di

by its physical relationships to th@arae and the number of other probable ceremonial

features associated with it, especially the seats and wells.

The most interesting conclusion suggested by the very existence of so elaborate a

construction is the implication of a fairly substantial degree dlitigal hegemony which

seems virtually a necessary condition for its building. With a fuller knowledgarofonga
pre-history this may very well give reasonably firm indications of a probable date since there

can have been relatively few periods durimbich such conditions existed.

Savage notes th

been totally destroyed’

scontinuous sections of di rt

at

it

(2012,

usabl
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a

39) .

far less damage had been incurred than is evident today where sections of road following the

course of theAra Metuaare d upgraded metalled construction, with associated drainage

ditches and services and utilities such as water and sewage pipes.

Figure 1.Map of Rarotonga showing the circuit of t#ga Metua as represented by the
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contemporary inner road, note absent s@ns in the southern sector (from Campbell 2001).

It is in the context of this modern upgrading that the most recent survey of sections of the
Ara Metuawere undertaken, thirty years after the Canterbury team, by Matthew Campbell
in 1997. Very little othe long stretches okerbing reported by Parker remained visible, and

t

was concluded that I | remai ns
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and that the Ara Metuaitself, as a prehistoric site, is also largely destroyed, althaugh
continues as a fully functioning road’ ( Camp
detailed (but short) account by Hiroa 1927, through the various surveys it is possible to

trace the gradual deterioration and destruction of tAea Metua

As Matthew Campbell (2001, 45 notes in his commentary on two of the main phases of
archaeological work oRarotongaby the Canterbury Museum team (1982 led by Roger

Duff (Trotter 1974), and Peter Bellwood between 196&8(Bellwood 1978), few excai@ns

were undertaken and both archaeological investigations relied heavily on survey and
recording. A third phase of fieldwork was undertaken by a team from Keio University, Japan,
between 199197 (Chikamori 1995) that focussed mainly on two valleys (Qi@nd Avana)

in easternRarotonga including investigations on the small island of Motu Tafs part of

this project, Yamaguchi (2000) undertook a broader landscape survey which included a
‘| andbsasagpek’ assessment of the *politiAmal SYyS
a S (i diid21357). Despite incorporating an excavation componeht Keio University
project did not investigate thé\ra Metuato any great extent, instead preferring a broader
landscape (otapere-based) strategy of fieldwork

Matthew Campbell’s (2001) research in the | a
However, i n this instance | andscape was merg
dwel |l ing, perceiving, remembering the past a

(ibid, 52). In contrast to Yamaguchi (2000), #&ra Metuafeatured strondy in this research
and sections were walked and recorded (e.g. Campbell 2009; 2806).

This history of research is extremely valuable and provides considerable insights into different
aspects of thé\ra Metua Additional value lies in the fact that maobservations, particularly

by Hiroa and Parker, were made before substantial changes in building and infrastructure in
Rarotonga had effectively eradicatéde majority oftraces of the original road. However,

even as early as thiirst decades of th@0™ century, Savage lamentsh at ‘it i s a ¢
t hat this road has, i n many pTodagdewlppméntsse n t ot
continueat a dramatic pacandgiven that the road has been described as one of the greatest
monumentsin Polyesia (Campbell 2006, 10& is extremely important to record and

evaluate theAra Metuaor Te ara nui a Tdiefore itiscompletely destroyed and lost forever.



2.2 Construction extentand appearance

Our first line of investigation involves the architecture and materials employed in the
construction of theAra Metua In the Material Culture of the Cook Islan@itutaki) Hiroa
(1927) describes thAra Metua

the subject of stonavork cannot be dismigsl without reference to the famous road in
Rarotonga&known as Te Araui-a-Toi, The Great Road of Toi. This road runs completely around
the island, and stands further inland than the present Government road. Before the advent of
Christianity all the villags were on the inland side of this road. In the neighbourhood of the
villages the road is completely paved, with a raised edge of larger stones at both sides and
flatter stones between. It is after the style of a cobbled road, except that the stones &re no
cut to fit against one another. In some places the stones have been removed for other
purposes, but in spite of this a considerable portion of the stonework is intact, though
overgrown with vegetation.

Any part where the soil was wet was paved. Hollowd depressions were filled in and the
road raised over them. Culverts were built by making two walls and laying flat stones over the
top. At some points cobbled roads lead back to the house site of some important chief or
priest (1927, 211).

The latter olservation is demonstrated by an illustratibgy Hiroaof a section of the road near

the maraeof Ararte-tonga (Fig. 2. Here thekerb of the Ara Metuacreates a step, and the

rear of the culvert is lined with coral slabs, beyond which a narrower paved road leads back
towards ‘the sitldaremhgi a( ih ibidogalsk $tdepvthat thesroad

was paved andkerbe d * wi t hi n toddftherve il d kg @14), implyingothad ,

other stretches between and beyond villages were unpaved. This observation is at odds with
Savagewho describes the surface of thiraMetuaa s bei ng ‘originally pa
whol e of i289).length’ (201



Figure 2 Photograph of a section of théra Metuanear Araite tongaas shown irMaterial
Culture of the Cook Islan@&itutaki) (from Hiroa 1927).

The paving stones utilized are described as basalt and coral by Campbell (2006hk0i3).
clearly an important issue since if we follow Hiroa (ibid), Ana Metuawould appear to be
embellished at particular places, and becomes an architectural device or resource for material
strategies to elevate the importaxe of places and peopleoth the materials employed and
extent of kerbingare also an imprtant structural element as theg er ve t o ' fr
passage of the road

Figure 3.The remains okhapedcoral kerbing adjacent to the modernner-r o ad at
Palace Turangi
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Cautiousl y, Ptlekdbngatlsastantydave beentcdntanuous throughout the
length of the road. In spite of the almost total destruction there were only relatively short
sections in which no evidence for kerbing was found ( 1 9. Hawever6Campbell (2006,
103) considers kerbing to be restricted to where habitation was most dense, which echoes
the observation of Hiroa (1927, 211), of villages being the focus for paving and kerbing.

A further factor to consider, which is neglected in twarious past accounts and
investigations, is whether the kerbing was shaped. This would also be a method of elaboration
which could be employed to enhance particular sections and pl&a&er, notes that in

Figure 4.Shaped basaltdtb stones pilecup at the roadsidetote nort h of Pa’ s
Turangi(0423993/765154)1

Tuapapa ‘the kerbing was composed of neatly
together, giving a level and relatively even top to the kerbing on both sides of tde’'roa ( 1 9 7 4 ,
65). In other placesthekerbavs composed of rounded boul der s,
boul ders gt oonly’ apr dcdfhielthes providbsi vélyable information

11



regarding kerbing, overallthese generally conflicting observatins and assumptiongy

different researchersre not helpful in providing an accurate description of & Metug

in terms of architecture and material constitution. Taking the kerbing first, from our
observations it seems probable that the kerbing vimth coral {oka-a-punga and black
basalt. Wher e smal | sections wer e observec
(0424056/7651282) (Fig. 3), in the west of the islama pieces of coral kerbing appear to

remain in-situ. Although unexcavated, interasgly, these blocks have the appearance of

being shaped. However, north of this site, several rectangular lengths, up to 0.60m in length

of basalt kerbing are heaped displaced at the side of the road (0423993/7651541) (Fig. 4).

Another pile of displaced bsalt kerbstones derived from field clearance, was observed
adjacent to the road further north (0422796/7653629), several of these slabs show signs of
having been shaped (Fig. 5).

Figure 5Cleared kerb stones alongside timmer-road at(0422796/7653629).

At a possible surviving section of thga Metua in the southeast of the island, at Maii,
(0423658/7648502) where it crosses the Paringaru stream, the visible kerbing is unshaped
coral blocks (Fig. 6). From this fragmentary evidehappears that coral angrismaticbasalt

were employed as kerbing, and that at particular places both types of rock were shaped.

12



The width of theAra Metug has been described as being @8 (Parker 197464), and to
determine both the width, type of wgfacing material and nature of kerbing, geophysical
survey (fluxgat gradiometer) was undertaken anumber of locations includingsretch of
preserved road at the front aharaeArai te Tonga, Tupapa (RAR. 19) (Fig. 7).

Fluxgate gradiometer survey all sites was conducted using a Bartington Grad601b with
readings taken at 0.125m intervals along nestbuth traverses spaced 1m apart, at a
resolution of 1nT, range 1000nT, readings were taken in parallel. All data were subjected to
minimal processinge.g. zero median traverse, and clip) in Terra Surveyor v3.0.27.0, and
imported into ArcGIS v10.2.2 for display and production of interpretation plots.

Figure 6.Unshaped coral blocks form theorthern kerbing of an intact section of thAra
Metua at Maii (0423658/7648502

13



At Arai te Tonga, thAra Metuais represented by a gap between the front of tmaraeand

a row of facing stone seats adjacent to the modern road (which was detoured around the
monument) (Fig 7). The distance between thessdees is between 56m, much wider than

the 3.2m width of the Ara Metua suggested by Parker (1974, 64). However, in the absence of
kerbstones at this point an exact measurement across the road is impossible.

Figure 7 Geophysical survey of thresened section of théAra Metuaadjacent to the marae
of Arai te TongaTupapa (RAR. 19)

To the east of Arai te Tongamber of basalt and coral blocks are apparent breaking through
the ground surface just east of thearag and judging from the results of the survey, which
revealed a sutsurface line of magnetic anomalies, these appear to be the remains of the
northern kerbing of theAra Metua(Fig. 8). Interestingly, the southern section of kerbing,
running along the fronof the marae was revealed by the geophysical survey to be of far
lower magnetism, suggesting either the deployment of smaller stones or a different type of
basalt or coral.

14
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Figure 8Results of the geophysical survey (fluxgate gradiometer) alangréserved section
of the Ara Metuaat Arai te TongéRAR. 19)
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Figure 9 Geophysical results superimposed on plan of Arai te Tonga by Duff (1974).

From both field measurements drthe geophysical survey data, the width eé® isevident
for the AraMetuaas it passes front of Arai te TongaAs noted above his exceeds the width
of ¢. 32m noted in other sections (ibigl. and may demonstrate a widening of tAea Meua
in places of particular importancdhe low magnetism of the road surfaeeuld indicate
either coral orthat the road is aatally unsurfaced at this pointyhich seems unlikel{see
Figs. 8& 9).

A broad area of grass is also present in fronP &t ' alsice,Purangi,on the landward side of
the modern road (covering thé&ra Metug in the southwest of the island. This too was
selected for geophysical survey on the basis that another preserved sectionAfahdetua
may present. The presence of the two coral kerbstones (Fign@)a surface parchark (Fig.

10) adjacent to themodern route militated against this possibility, neverthelasgeophysical
survey was undertaken (Fig.)1The results of the survey were inconclusive, however, no
magnetic anomalies were present that may indicate the presence of sswwiiacebasalt
kerbed and surfaced road.
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Figure 10Vi ew of the grassy area in fronmakkof Pa’
revealingwhere stonework is present directly beneath the ground surface.

Despite the level of change and destruction incurred by A& Metuasince the surveys of

Parker (and to a degree Campbell 2001), there are some tentative conclusions that can be
made regarding the architecture and material composition of the old road. From our
observations the kerbingppears to have been of ew basalt or coral blocks, and both
materials were shaped in particular places. For the extent of the kerbindgpawe to rely of

P ar kcenclusisnthat wi t h a much | ower degree of certa
that the kerbing at least may ka been continuous throughout the length of the road. In

spite of the almost total destruction there were only relatively short sections in which no
evidencebr ker bing wakl found’ (1974, 63

17
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From the geophysical survey results at Arai te Tonga, themagnetic readings from the
road area suggest coral surfacing of & Metuaas it passes this si{see Parker 1974, 65)
The width of theAra Metuaat Ara te Ton@g appears to considerably supede the 3.2m
width proposed by Parker (1974), however, givaniations inthe importance and ranking of
sites, andmaterials,we should be wary of expectirguniform width forthe entire circuit.

Finally, in this section, it is worth considering theerall routeof the Ara Metuaand whether
it completed an entire circuit of # island Parkerfollows Hiroa (192)i n
seems certain that theoad did completely encircle the island and no evidence indicating
(19& 63. The easeatfvas that th the southern area of Rarotonga,

substant.i

al
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there were gaps in the route of the road. Today, these gaps remain in what is mainly
agricultural land which will have destroyed any traces. One interestirtgpaes in the Maii
region(0423658/7648502), where a short lengihthe Ara Metug c. 25m, with coral kerbing
(see aboveyemairs intact. This section includes a ste constructed b r i d g e over( Fi g.
the Paringarwstream running down to the sedo thesoutheastof the bridgethis stretch of

Ara Metuaruns into a small cultivated field where its route remapeatially visible as an
elevated ridge runningEW across the fieldurface. Theastwarddirection of theAra Metua

at this point is towards a convergence with the modern coast road, which is consistent with
another convergence of thé\ra Metuawith the moden coast road further to the east (see
Fig. B).

Consequentlyit would appeathat in the southeastof the island theAra Metuaran close to

the coast assuming the same route as the modern coast road. Intriguingly, this is exactly the
positonthat B ng{ Tama ‘ Ar),es stdt€d@othave de§ub his antockwise circuit

of the island, establishing a numberrmfraeon the journey(see below).

Figue 12 The shortsurvivingsection of theAra Metuaat Maii (0423658/7648502) which
i ncorpor at e s overPaingarmstreambr i dge’

19



2.3 Associateaites and monuments

As Campbell (2006, 104) has argued,Alne Metuacan be understood as fulfillireynumber

of different roles. First, it can be understood merely as a road that people passed along in the
undertaking of daily activities i f tMeta iAa caentral aspect of the ritual, tapu,

| andscape of Rarotonga, it I's also an 1intecg
Second, as a physical manifestation of a process of cosmological ordering, for instance despite

its likelyearlied at e, Tangi i a 1 s s aiArdMdtuaarobhra theislapd o c e e d
establishing c. 46naraeorrelat ed cer e moni a2000sl55Camspbe(l 2086r a * Ar
103)

From the previous phases of fieldwork, it is possible to construct aivelgtdetailed
distribution of maraeand relatedsites and monuments along particular sections of &ra

Metua (Fig.13). Unfortunately, many of theseparticularly seatsjo longer survive extant in

2017 due to road widening activities and various forms of construction and cultivation
occurring agacent to the road.n the late 1960s when the road still had visible lengths of
kerbing, and even basalt surface paving visible in places, there sections where few

adjacent sites and monuments were identified (ocoeded). One such sectios in the
southwestof the island running frodr et una Road t o tAmaeMetadatr upt
Rutaki (seeFid3) . These ‘ bl amklKked adamysitesoecosdedver e r e
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Figurel3. Map of Rartonga showing the distribution of recorded sites along the route of the
Ara Metua(from Campbell 2001 with additions).
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In order to reassess théra Metug and its relationship to adjacent sites and monuments, a
programme of fieldwalking and site location throudbcal interviews were considered
important. Unfortunately, time did not permit extensivieldwalking to be undertaken during

the 2017 seasorfor the survey, hsite locationsand geophysics grids were geolocated using

a using a Leica Viva GS05 Zeno survey grade Global Positioning System (GPS) in the coordinate
system UTM 4S. Plans were produced in ESRI ArcGIS v10.2.2 using base map layers provided
by Land Information New Zealand (LINZ).

From the limited field survey undertaken, it is clear that the destruction of sites alongrthe
Metua is continuing. For example, adjacent to a newly cultivated field (0422936/7653425)
along the northeast sectionof the Ara Metug a pile of coral and basalt blocks (including
kerbstones- see above) were heaped ypig. 5) This pile of stone slabslikely to be the
remains of a destroyed sit&djacent to theAra Metua

During his late 1990s fieldwork on Rarogian Campbell (2001, 2€8 identified eight of the

41maraet r adi ti onally said to hianglsciceitoftheslandabl i s
(Tara *“Are 2000) . Through information suppl
another of themarae(Maraera)e st abl i shed by Tang’ia was | oc
(Fig. 13.
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Figure 14 Map of Raratonga showing the locationrofraeMarae ra after Campbell 2001).
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Figure 15Geophysical survey being undertakemsraeMarae ra.

Themaraeof Marae ra is unusual in being of a circular shape, equally, there are no large stone
blocks present to suggest a strong structural component. The ground surface within the
marae was spread with coral chigsrikiri) and a pile of small basalkabs was heaped around

a recent lychee tree. In having an approximate diameter of 25m this monument shows
similarities with the circular monuments recorded by Peter Bellwood (1978, 171) on
TongarevgPenrhyn) To investigatenaraeMarae ra further geophysal survey employing a
fluxgate gradiometer was undertake(Figs. 15 & 16). The results wesmmewhat
inconclusive, however, there were certain magnetic anomalies present on the inland side
(east) of themaraewhich may indicate thatnarae Marea ra once ssumed a more circular
shape.

Although of limited time and extent, the results of the archaeological geophysical and field
surveys, in conjunction with local community engagement, shows that there is great potential
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for constructing a more complete record of sites associated withAteeMetua This aspect
of the project will be continued in further years.
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Figure 16Plot of geophysical (fluxgate gradiometer) resultsnairaeMarae ra.
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3. Living Marae

In the couse of undertaking the archaeological fieldwork of sites associated withAtae

Metua we were led to a number of previously unrecordethrae (and here we are using

maraeto includemarae koutu and paepag by knowledgeable leaders and members of the
community (to whom we are indebted). This was by no means an exhaustive survey of sites

but indicated the great potential for further survey and mapping of this important cultural
heritage. Some of thesmarae for example the circulamarae Maraera, Arerenga (see

above), are of some antiquity and certainly fme@ntact. Others are either recently built, such

as the stonewor k at PautsnplBce Inthe ¥80s (Fig.)land gi , wl
Marae o pea mateara mataiapo, Kaverggig. 1§ which was instated in the 1960s or 1970s

—both of these in relation to land and/or title claims.

Figurel7Pa’ s Pal ace: terraced stonework is of re
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Figure 19Te Atukura Paepae Poto Marae, built in c. 2013
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Te Atukura Paepae Poto Marae, Kiikii, was built four years ago and was the site of an
investiture at the timgFig. 19. Oldermarae such as Kaena Koutu, Ar@aig. 20 and Marae
otamaiva Muri Vae, Tupapa, have been restored and used recently for investiture.

Figure 20Kaena Koutu, recently restored for investiture

Many moremaraehave undergone restoration or modification. Somaraeare tended and

kept free from trees and undergrowth and this is seen by as an increasing trend.rxhess

are engulfed by undergrowth, and some will have been damaged or destroyed by
development.

The processes of modification and rebuilding, clearifigress undergrowth would have

occurred since the firgharaewere built, and it is notable thaharaeare still being built and

rebuilt — living marae - although of course now and in the more recent past for social and

political uses rather than ritual oeligious.Marae which have been built in the more recent

past have not been included in archaeological survey or records, but it would be beneficial to
include them in a cultural heritage record,
the present community. Bither is there gublishedrecordand mapof maraecreated in the

more distant past so at it is not known for example how many ofrttagae founded by

Tangi 'ia still survive. Further field study
be bendicial to better understand the development and chronologynafrae and to identify
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marae that are of greater significance and vulnerable to threats such as housing and
infrastructure developments.

4. Conclusion

The 2017 season represented the ffiphase of archaeological fieldwork on Rarotonga, which
was primarily focussed on an evaluation of thea Metua and associated sites and
monuments and the potential for further workAlthoughmany of the sites and monuments
along the route of theAra Metua listed by the Canterbury Museum team in the late 1960s
(Duff 1974), especially stone seats akerbing, have been destroyethe road itself is
potentially preserved beneath the ndern metalled roadsurface. Two stretches of the
survivingAra Metuawere recorded, one at Arai te Tonga (Fig. 7), and the other in the south
of the island at Maii (FidL2). Therefore, it is likely that further examples survive in small
sections where the modern inngpad deviates from the original course of thea Metua.
Consequently, the potential exists to investigate ttamstruction and chronologgf the Ara
Metua at particular placesln respect to the chronology of the old roady alternative name
for the Ara Metuais theAra nui o Tofthe great road of Toi). olis suggested by Smith (1907,

178) to have I|ived six generations before
Polynesian ancestor tfie same name. Savageg r ees wi t h t his assessme
to the island of Raratonga some seven hundredayr s ago, | ong before th
(2012, 39). Te Ari ki TarTaangAr' e aattlpssent (taeds corfi bse
‘ a20e0, 1513 ) . Hence, when Tangi ‘i a arrived on R

on the island who camedm lva, andKainuku Arikand the Avana people trace their descent
from the original Ivan settler§.heAra nui o Tais likelyto have been an existing road wack

that through time becamembellished, resurfaced, and so forth. Hence, thea Metuamay

have a substantial time depth that only excavation and the recovery of dating samples can
resolve.

The role of theAra Metuain influencing or structuring the location of early settlement on
Raratonga is little understood. According to Hiroa (1927, 2pig-contact (prehistoric)
settlement was mainly inland of the road. After European contact and the arrival of the
missionaries, settlement became more widespread incorporating the coastal zone:

There is a good road around the island, which the natives calirdnenedua or parent

path, both sides of which are lined with bananas and mountain plantains... The houses of the
inhabitants were situated from ten to thirty yards or more from this pathwa The path

leading up to the house was invariably strewed with white and black pebbles ... Six or eight
stone seats were ranged in front of the premi
1837, 205).
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Figure21Spr ead of stone fl akes and tools at the

Conversely, Maretu writing in 1871 speaks of people returning from the higher locations in

the early 19" century to thearametua ‘ t he o | dranietud vehichdencirated ttie (

islard was heavily populated and no land was left unused (Crocombe 2016, 54). The use of
the word ‘return’ suggests a degree of displ
been a focus of settlement.

Archaeological surveys of sections of thes Metua have mainly been undertaken by the
Canterbury Museum team (Duff 1974), Bellwood (1978) and Campbell (2001). Where
associated sites have been located they are principally ceremonial in nature, sorases
andpaepae This situation may be misleadiag both the aforementioned structures display

a degree of monumentality and consequently will be of higher archaeological visibility. Other
sites such as settlements, including timber built houses, will leave little trace and only remain
visible today aswsface scatters of artefacts, mainly stone tools.

28



Figure22Comp | et e coral pestle discovered at the

A settlement of substantial size was brought to our attention some 400m inland of the
AraMetuaat Ni ka’' o ( 040815255 43442p Bhé &itd cbvered an area of over
100m and was represented by stoflekes, adze fragments and a coral pestlefRif) & 29.
The size and location of this settlement reveal the presence of habitation sites aloAgahe
Metua, and the reason they have not been recordedagesult oftheir low archaeological
visibility. This example reveals the huge pati@l of fieldwalking and surfacgurvey, which if
undertaken on a regular basis and in a systematic manner would radically alteumhigen

of settlements associated with th&éra Metuaand the time depth they represent.

Overall, despite the limited time of our first season of fieldwork on Raratonga, while a high
degree of destruction has been incurred by the@ Metuaand associated t&s, there remains
great potential to investigate a number of key questi@mgl issues. Working in conjunction
with local communities and Government Departments, such as Infrastructure, can begin to
collect information regarding the nature of th&ra Metuain different parts of the island.
Equally, working with local communities can also lead to the discovery oislity
settlements along theAra Metua that have been ignored and neglected by earlie
archaeological surveys. Compienting this fieldwork a programme of sma#ficale
excavation targeting specific surviving sections of the road can provide key information
regarding chronology and dating. The archaeological resource of Rarotonga may have been
truncated and to a degree neglected, however, dgrpatential to address key questions
remains achievable through wedlanned future archaeological fieldwork and excavation.
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