
Ethical Considerations when Working with Rural/Small Schools and 
Communities 
 
Friday 6 August 2021 - Parallel Session 6 - 11.30am to 12.30pm (GMT+1) 
MACDONALD – Consult a Colleague 
 
Cath Gristy (Plymouth Institute of Education, UK) 
 
Researching rural communities comes with a set of unique ethical challenges.  How do you 
ensure anonymity in small communities? How do you recruit participants? How do you 
report back to participants and interested parties? How do you negotiate difficult topics and 
issues raised in the research? How do you manage relationships with participants both 
during and after the research? 
 


