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1. What is a social 
justice approach to 
assessment and 
feedback?

2. How can such an 
approach be 
implemented?

3. How can we develop 
organisation change 
to facilitate a social 
justice approach?

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13562517.2018.1465405


Activity: Individual Reflection

Why is socially just (or 
inclusive) assessment 

important / interesting to you?

[https://
sruc.padlet.
org/paulineh
anesworth1/
ci5mun5grr
ekkh0g] 

https://sruc.padlet.org/paulinehanesworth1/ci5mun5grrekkh0g
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Context

• Assessment is a social 
construct

• Assessment hierarchises 
knowledge

• Assessment is a 
disciplinary construct

• Assessment is 
individually value-laden

Assessment 
in tertiary 
education is 
neither value-
neutral nor 
culture-free



Consequences



Activity: Individual Reflection

• What are the dominant assessment 
practices for your institution and subject? 

• What values and knowledge types do they 
preference? 

• What cultural, disciplinary and individual 
norms do they embed? 

• Who might they exclude? 
[https://
sruc.padlet.
org/paulineh
anesworth1/
ci5mun5grr
ekkh0g] 
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Theoretical framework: a social 
justice approach

• McArthur 2016

– Incorporation of “the justice of 
assessment within higher education, 
and […] the role of assessment in 
nurturing forms of learning that will 
promote greater social justice within 
society as a whole.” (p. 968)



Theoretical framework: A social 
justice approach

Three-
dimension 
approach 

[Fraser and Honneth: 
Redistribution, 
Recognition, 

Representation]

Capabilities 
approach

[Sen and Nussbaum] 
(+ Boud’s sustainable 

assessment)
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Theoretical framework: 
Practicalising the approach

Universal 
design for 
learning 
(UDL)

Culturally 
sustaining 
pedagogy 

(CSP)
Cf. Waitoller and 

King Thorius 2016



Universal 
design 

for 
learning



Activity: A biscuit assessment I
For their assessment, 
students must 
“produce a high-
quality biscuit”.

• How would you 
design this 
assessment to 
incorporate the 
three UDL 
principles?

[https://
sruc.padlet.
org/paulineh
anesworth1/
ci5mun5grr
ekkh0g] 
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Culturally sustaining pedagogy

• Paris 2012:

– “Seeks to 
perpetuate and 
sustain linguistic, 
literate, and 
cultural pluralism 
as part of the 
democratic project 
of schooling.” (p. 
92).

Embedding 
cultural 

diversity in 
what and 
how we 
teach

Providing 
opportunities 

for critical 
reflection on 

cultural 
diversity



Activity: A biscuit assessment II
Returning to your 
biscuit assessment:

• How would you 
incorporate 
culturally sustaining 
pedagogy principles 
into your 
assessment design?

Embedding 
cultural 

diversity in 
what and 
how we 
teach

Providing 
opportunities 

for critical 
reflection on 

cultural 
diversity

[https://
sruc.padlet.
org/paulineh
anesworth1/
ci5mun5grr
ekkh0g] 
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Social justice :: UDL / CSP

Creating just 
assessment

• Fraser’s 
redistribution: UDL 
and accessibility

• Fraser’s 
recognition: CSP 
and embedding 
diversity

Nurturing social 
justice 

capabilities
• Sen / Nussbaum 

/ Boud 
capabilities: CSP 
and critical 
reflectivity



Students as true partners



Theoretical Framework

Social 
justice 

approach

Multiple 
means of 

representation

Embedded 
equality, 

diversity and 
cultural and 
knowledge 

diversity

Multiple 
means of 

action and 
expression

Critical reflection 
on equality, 

diversity and 
cultural and 
knowledge 

diversity

Multiple 
means of 

engagement

Students as true partners 
in assessment



Social Justice Biscuits
Once again 
returning to your 
biscuit 
assessment:
• How would 

you infuse the 
assessment 
you have 
designed with 
a partnership 
approach?

[https://
sruc.padlet.
org/pauline
hanesworth
1/ci5mun5g
rrekkh0g] 
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Thank you and questions
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