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Abstract

This dissertation examines the actions of womharmng protest action againgnt rises in
workingc | ass areas of Glasgow in 1915, 't argue
all levels in the campaign of resistance, washshat the struggle for fair and just rent levels

can beegitimatelyd es cri bed as 6éa womands fighto.

Historical discussion of workers militancy in Glasgow has overshadowesipthiécant

achievements of female protestofisaking a female perspective, shwork provides the

background to the disturbances and furnishes details on what wonduridigitheir protest.

The study also suggests possible sources of

motivation for taking part in actions which involvediegree of risk.

The rent protestors achieved a victory which was of benefit not only to themselves but to

working-class tenants in the whole of Britain and theretl@serves to be acknowledged.
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A Woman’s Fight? The 1915 Glasgow Rent Strike.

Orhis was preeminently a fight for a poor woman aédpoor women should undertakedit.

John Wheatly

On 16" June 1915John Wheatley, a local councill@agdressed a crowd of 364000
people gathered outside 30 William Street where a family was theelawath eviction. He
called on workingclass women to fight againsnt rises and evictionkarge numbers of
O0poor inmbeteemms@inderstood to meamorking-class women respondedo

Wheat | ey,bdwamengad leegunitefight several weeksarlier.

Figurel Women protestors, Glasgow 1915, exact location unkngessible St Enoch Square

! Forward. 19.06.1915
2 http://www.rs21test.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/glasgow-rent-strike.jp (accessed 25/04/2018)
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The aim of this work iswofold; firstly, to researctiemale potest behaviouin the1915
Glasgow rent strikand secondlyo provide sufficient eviderecof prominent and widespread
participationof womenin the campaigsto enable it tde callech woman’s fight. It is not
arguel that the fight was exclusive to womenen andvomen workedogetherin the
campaignHowever the primary objectivas to view the strike from a female perspectiee
putwomen at the corand thus obtain a more nuanced understanding of why women
protestedin addition,gender constraints undehich women workedndthe support they

could call on in their strugglevill also be considered
Historiography

In 1915 the country was at war andich of the existing literaturef the periodocuses on

thetrauma ofhuman sufferingandon frequently flaweddecisiongaken bymilitary and

governmentlike. Glasgow was a city where heavy engineering and shipbuilding were the
predominant industriesndproduction levelsn the citywere crucial to the war effofThe

network of socialist organisations in Glasggeaneratedndustrialmilitancy which became

thesubject of many studiemdhas led tdhe use of the terriRed Clydesidé& The historical

debates have centredrounch e degr ee of r eowdRkédwasiRedhary f er vec
Clydesid&o, i Desit matter anymore @r, wasthere amissed opportunity for revolutign

thoughlain Mad_eandismisses this revolutionary spititnnemarie Hughes postulates that

the class awareness expressed in extreme militancy has led to questions over the

revolutionary potential in Glasgofwnox descibes the period of Red Clydeside as

3 A. Law, book review of Keneffick, W., and Mclvor A., (eds) Roots of Red Clydeside191914: Labour Unrest
and Industrial Relations in West ScotldBdinburgh: John Donald Publishers Ltd., 1996) pps. 271/273;
Brotherstone, T., ‘Does Red Clydeside Really Matter Any More?’ in Duncan R., and McLvor, (eds.) Militant
Workers: Labour and Class Conflict on the Clyde,-1990(Edinburgh, 1992), pp. 52-80.

4 A. Hughes, Gender and Political Identities in Scotland 22939, Scottish Histmal Review Monograph Series
17 (Edinburgh, 2010). P. 181.
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iéperhaps the most debated a°ihkliterswsedsar ched ¢€i
extensive but carries a male narrativgnn Abramé belief that national histories marginalise

women iscredible® Books bylLynch, Oliver, Magnussorand even Devinall refer to women

taking part in the strike but providgeantdetail on their activitie$.Lynch states that the
Anotable role taken by souttinge d g é allgdatgsenlya he mov e

few lines totheir activities®

Several of the malactivistsWillie GallacherHarry McShanePatrickDollan, have written

personal recordsf their experiencedut give prominence to male activitied/o me n 6 s
participationis viewed as u b o r d i n a Theseaccountml@gchadisnatic controversial
figureshasperhaps contributed®r ei t enbach and Gordonds Vview
of women in the historical record is not due to lack of participation but to gender blindness of
the signif i ceaxpererceddHoseauthorssuchdas Joseph Melling and J.J.

Smythwho do write about womemctivistsoftenfocuson their relationship with the labour
movement in general and the Independent Labour Party (ILP) in parfi¢iairina

Navickasclaims it is no longer acceptable to study workatass female action purely in

terms of relationship with laboua criticism which this dissertation aims to avbid

5 W.W. Knox, Industrial Nation: Work, Culture and Society in Scotland -F886ent (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 1999), p. 216

6 L. Abrams, et al, Gender in Scottish History Since 1@GOnburgh, 2006), pp. 1-2.

7 M. Lynch, Scotland: A New Histotyondon, 1991); M. Magnusson, ScotlandThe Story of a NatiofLondon,
2000); Oliver, A History of Scotlan@london, 2009); T.M. Devine, The Scottish Nation 17&2D00(London,
1999).

8 M.Lynch, Scotland: A New Histary. 425.

° E. Breitenbach, and E. Gordon, ‘Introduction’ in E Breitenbach, and E. Gordon, Out of Bounds: Women in
Scottish Society 18aP45(Edinburgh, 1992), pp 1 & 2.; Breitenbach E., Brown A. and Myers F.,
‘Understanding Women in Scotland’ Feminist RevieyNo 58, International Voices (Spring, 1998), p. 45

0) MelingwSyd {GNAR]1SaY tS2L) SQa { i NUz®H (ESnbufgh, MNaB3) pRsdga-A Yy I Ay 2
103.; J.J.Smyth, ‘Rents, Peace Votes: Working-class Women and Political Activity in the First World War’ in E.
Breitenbach, and E. Gordon (eds.) Out of Bounds: Women in Scottish Society 1B®6(Edinburgh, 1992),

11 K., Navickas, ‘Historiographical Essay: Whatever happened to Class? New Histories of labour and collective
action in Britain’, Social Historyyol. 36 No. 2 (May 2011), p. 194.
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Only since the laérdecades ofhet we nt i et h century havestambdni s
wo me n 6 s holwevertherworkstend tobe Anglacentric,concentrate oapper and
middle-classfeminist issuesuch asvelfare reformandsuffrageandhave not increased the

profile of workingclass womenThoughLeahLeneman, in her book Guid Causeraises

the profile of Scottish workinglass suffrage campaignérPurvis and Summerfield have
concentrated ogender inequalitiebut Navickassuggestshat academic studies lack
attention on fAeveryday r eadmifingdhe diffecultiesiof i ndust r
reconstructing acts of defiance occurring on a quotidian.b&Bisgs difficulty hasbeen

encountereth this studyas discussed below
Methodology

Research othe impaciGlasgow housavivesdprotest activitieshas been hampered by the

lack of female accounts in the archival reco@f.the women activists, only Helen Crawfurd

has left a firshand account in herdia®f)Gor don and Breitenbachdés as
easier to uncover evidence about the poweifah the powerleshasproved accurati

this case!® Consultation with archivistin Strathclyde UniversityG | a s gMitehélls

Li brary and the National Archives, has faile
Association meetingahich, it had beemopedwo ul d provi de i nformati or
thoughts angblans.Co-operative societies existed in areas relevant to the strike and various

minute books of the Kinning Park Gxperative Society are held in the Glasgow City

Archive,but 1915 has not begireserved and those of Partick-Querative Societies

provide no female voicalthough the record does confirm food prices were rising stetdily.

2| Leneman,! DdzAR / F dzZaSY ¢KS 2 2YSyQAi(AbprdednFoel)IS a20SYSyld Ay
13 Navickas, ‘Whatever happened to Class?’ pp. 200 -203.

1 H, Crawfurd unpublished diary. https://www.marx.memorial-library.org/socialist-opposition-to-
wwil/movement-response/item/418-the-autibiography-of-helen-crawfurd (accessed 24/01/2018), pp 125-

147.

15 Breitenbach, and Gordon, Out of Boundsp.7.

16 Glasgow City Archive (hereafter GCA) CW1/33/36 & CW1/33/54
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Female rent strikers, including the leaders, were haiges with little free time, facilities,

or privacy b record their feelings and views. Planning strategies or organising future events
took placen kitchens wash-housesor back courts’ Consequently research into their protest
activities has been limited to official records of male institutions sucteasldsgow Council

and contemporary newspapers accounts such as The Paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette, The
Govan Presanfortunately of a poor qualitgnd the Forward. The latter not noted for

objective reporting given its socialist sympatHieshas ben extensively useasit provides

much material which is not available elsewhere in such detaiexamplethe Forward
recorsanincideni n whi ch a rent coll ector breaks ope
mother had no money for the rehtit thisemotive material is not corroborated in other
newspapersso a degree of scepticism is neces$aFjrst-hand accounts by major

participantscan be circumspect toordguently written long after the events in question
Gallacher having writtehis memoir thirtysix years aftethe strile, there is alanger of

subsequent events influencing memamgcking female voices in the historical archive,
photograph$iave proved usefiib drawinferencedrom facial expressiondrom language of

placardsand even the composition of the picture

The information obtainefiom the sources detailed aboigeset out in the three following
chapters. Chapter one explains the background to the housing problem and gives a summary
of the main events of the strikarapaignto assistunderstanding of thgociety and théocal
environment in whiclthe resistance behaviour took place. Chapter two focusesvon

women protestd, both collectively and individuallyproviding evidence that women were
involved in allaspects and levels of the campaggl in so doingfurnishesnumerous

reasoswhyt he rent st r iak evoaoream. Dhiewdrk alghhdeekdoe d 6

7W. Gallacher, Revolt on the Clyde: An Autobiograghyndon, 1936) p. 54.
18 Forward 13.11.1915, p.8 c.4 & 5.
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understand what drove women to indulge in uncharactewdgimnt behavioum an era of
male donmance. @Qapter thregthereforeexploresthe motivation of the female activist and
suggests possible sources of inspiratiortteiprotest behavioudt will also elucidate the

barriers and the supports under whidusewivesfunctionedin war-torn, troubled Glasgow

The current year2018,is the centenary of women first achieving the vegégvision
documentaries, newspaper articles and even postage starhpgyatening the profile of
female suffragies.This dissertation hopes, insanall way, to raise the profile of another
group of women working-class Glasgow housegives- who fought against the hegemony
of houseowners and who, in a few short monthsd aith the help of ma industrial
workers, righted an injustice and achié\aamajorbenefitnot only for people iGlasgow but
for large numbers of workinglass tenants throughout Britain and Irelémdmany years to

come.
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Chapter 1 Genesis and Synopsis of the Glasgow Rent Strike of 1915.
Background

At the beginning of théwentieth centuryhere was civil unrest in many parts of the British

Isles. Pressure for Home Rule was mounting in Ireland and Scotland, London and Liverpool
experienced disruptive dock strikes, Dundee mill workers campaigned for better conditions,
anddespite the Crofterso Act of 1886, | and ag
the Hebrideg? Glasgow was a troubled city with recent strikes by engineers and workers in

the Red Turkey and Singer Sewing Machine factéfi®ghen Britain went to wawith

Germany in 194 the country needed to dramatically increase wartime production so

Glasgow, the epicentre of heavy engineering and shipbuilding, was extremely imutant
traditionally wages were low. Prior to 1914, trade in these industries wisatwnd with

frequent periods of unemployment, workers were reluctant to rent houses they could only

afford in the good times and not in the bad times

Low rentsresulted in poor quality housing with little incentive for imypementdue to low

returnson investment and, crucially, no municipal housing existed in Britain in 1915. The
peculiarities of the Scottish feu system exacerbated the situation. A property owner had to

make sufficient profit not only to pay the interest on the mortg&gewn in ©15 as a bond

T but also to pay an annual fee to thedi@isuperior. To maximise investment returns, three

orfourst ory tenement bl ocks became the tnor mal a
classes as it maximised the number of homes per square mderAan stair leading to

perhaps ten homes sharing toilet and washing facilities, necessitated a commshaelife

191.J.M. Robertson, Landscapes of Protest in the Scottish Highlands after,18drHon, 2013) examples in
1915 include Sconser in Skye and Meavig in Harris, pp. 207 & 288.

2W. Kenefick ‘Introduction’ in Keneffick, W., and Mclvor A., (eds) Roots of Red Clydesidel191914: Labour
Unrest and Industrial Relations in West Scotlétihburgh, 1996), pp. 1-17.
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which was to havemportant repercussions duringthe striReaci onedés study f ou

Ano fewer than 700, OdeBqugreamlgs bf &lasgavCrossardd wi t hi n

created the most densely po*pul ated, central

The Glasgow City Council then called the Corporatierwas aware of the housing problem

and the question of municipal house building had been rasedrly as 190%.Glasgow

Labour councillors, | ed by John-ddteetat | ey, ha
accommodation which workinglasses could afforidto be paid for using the Glasgow

Tramways surplug The campaign was unsuccessful as sewenahcillors viewed the

housing problem as affecting only the lesspectable workinglasses living in slum areas.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuriesipiper andniddle-classes distinguistu

between the deserving and the undeservimg. @de social historian T.C. Smquiuggests
Glasgowfactorsi pl aced the root of poor housing cond

t hr i Pt(Somensay say that little has changed in the twérdiycentury).

With the war came the requirement foigleuincreases in production in shipyards, engineering
workshops, and munitions factories, generating a massive influx of workers to Glasgow. As

the norm was to |ive within walking distance
Govan became extremeabyercrowdedecoming the most densely populated burgh in

Scotland?® Devine quotes 20,000 munitions workers alone came to Glasgow, in the first year

of the war?® The increased demand meant that even uninhabitable property was hastily

repaired; the city council tried to argue accommodation was available but the council minutes

21 M. Pacione, ‘Housing Policies in Glasgow since 1880’ Geographical Revigwol. 69, No. 4 (Oct., 1979), pp.
395-412.

22T.C. Smout, A Century of the Scottish People 183%50(London & Glasgow, 1986), p. 39.

23 J Wheatly, “£8 Cottages for Glasgow Citizens” pamphlet (Glasgow, 1913), pp.6-10.

24 Smout, A Century of the Scottish Peopl&1.

25 M. Pacione, ‘Housing Policies in Glasgow since 1880’ Geographical Reviewol. 69, No. 4 (Oct., 1979), pp
395- 412.; Melling, Rent Strikesp.12.; Smout, Century of Scottish Peoplp. 41.

26 T.M., Devine, Scottish Nation170@00 (London, 1999p.311.
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show very few vacancies even in slum arédhe outbreak of the war in 1914 escalatesl th

housing problem into a housing crisis.

Glasgow housewners, wanting to take the advantage of increasing demand for
accommodation, sought to evict tenants in arrears. The Small Tenements Recovery Act gave
Scottish housewners the power of sequestoetior summary eviction which Daunton

claims was harshly applied in Scotladfdn 1914 an Emergency Powers Act was passed
ensuring cases were heard by special courts with powers to allow tenants a period of grace, in
practice this meant only an extra weekust a few days as avidenced ircourt reporting by

the Forward? Statistics produced by Englander confirm the dramatic rise in evictions:

Aug & Sept 1913 Aug & Sept 1914 Jan, Feb & Mar 1915

484 738 6,441

Source: D. Englander, landlord and Tenaritiban Britain 18931918 (Oxford: Clarendon

press, 1983) Mitchell Library PA12/90

At their conference in January 1915 the Glasgow houseers saw an unfettered housing

market as an opportunity to impose further rent increases, Mr Speirs, the Presitiht, st

ithis was a time for raising rent&ivvand urge
such a dearth afccommodatiosfalling into rent arrears had dire consequerarebs unrest

began to take on a more militant form as Tenant Defence Associadilbed for the

introduction of Fair Rent Courts. The following summary of the main events of the rent strike

27 GCA Council Minutes C1.3.53, 26.07.1915, p. 1907.

28 M.J. Daunton, Citing Englander in Book Review, Social Historyol. 10, No 1 (Jan.,1985), p.119. Paisley and
Renfrewshire Gazette quoted 1600 empty properties in Paisley pre-WW! But by October 1915 only 16
(probably of the worst kind) 23.10.1915, p. 5, c. 6.

2 Forward 21.11.1914. p.2, c. 5.

30 Forward 20.02.1915, p. 1.
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provides a sense of the chronology of the ca

resistance actions before further discussion in chapter two.
Sumnary of the rent strike campaign

Disquiet and grumblings became overt protests whamewn from the Govan area called a
meetingorl6"February to oppose t heowlensnapatimethabt i c 0 .
women are call ed uPpTheunrésospread th Greemaxicand Clyiebamks O .
where Trades Councils and ward committees called for Fair Rent CumtsJay the

Gl asgow Womeno6s HGWHA)onggnisédsa sneeting & gaindurther(

support for theicampaign and planned a hugetpest parade on May Day to Glasgow Green,
whichthe Forwardestimated a20,00032 The outrage and anger generated when, in June, a
servicemands dependents were threatened with
there were calls from some coulfanis and tenants associations for government

intervention3* The government did nothing to mitigate the housing unrest. they only
intervened in the industrial arermuerthepassing
summer agitation spreddroughout the city and industrial militancy was fuelled by mounting
bitterness at the introduction of The Munitions Act in Jlyhis required men to obtain a

6l eaving certificated from their employer be
aci on, David Kirkwood, a trade union shop sSte

it severely limited workers bargaining pow®This was an important development, as

31 Melling, Rent Strikescopy of poster, p. 63.

32 |bid., p.61; Govan Press 05.03.1915, p.1, c.2 & 3.

33 Forward 08.05.1915, p.3, c.1 & 2 claims 20,000 marched but 50,000 gathered at Glasgow Green.

34 p, summerfield GVomen and War in the Twentieth Century’ inJ. Purvis,2 2 YSYy Q& | A& i 2-NBY . NR G
1945(London, 1995 reprinted 2004), p. 309/310. She believes it was this outrage which triggered the strike,

but others think it started earlier

35 smyth Rents, Peace, Votgs178.

36 Kirkwood, D., My Life of Revoly. 97 cited by Knox, W.W., Industrial Nation: Work, Culture and Society in

Scotland 180@ PresentEdinburgh, 1999) p. 217.
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industrial grievances were now directed at the state not just the employerenisieikers

were able to capitalise on this anger and incorporate this into their opposition to rents rises.

6WE ARE NOT MOVI NGO posters,

Glasgow Labour Party Housing Association

common when officials appeared at tenement bldtks.
AGAINST INCREASES

. Many of the residents in the shipbuilding areas of Govan

N“T REMOVING and Partichaymeghegdgedbnbobnonsd

Figure 2Window poster displayed by

protestors pay only the original rent not the exttamanded By

September, the strike had spréam Govan to Ibrox and is significant because Govan was a
Catholic area while lIbrox was Protestant, suggesting that religion was not a dividing factor
threatening strikers solidarity. Solidarity was an important feature of the movement, drawing
supportfom many organi sations such as the trades

SocialistLabourParty and antiwar movements.

Sporadic demonstrations spread as hawgeers continued to impose further increases, and

women strike activists canvassedsupgo i n s hi pyard and munitions
deputation to the council in October was accompanied by a huge crowd, it received national

press coveragehe Govan Press describing the mood as exub&Bgrentually the

government appointed a commigsiaf inquiry headed by Lord Hunter to investigate the

di sturbances and both the government and the

pending the findings of the commissith.

37 W. Gallagher, Revolt on the Clyde.53; Crawfurd unpublished diary p.144
https://www.scran.ac.uk/database/results.php?QUICKSEARCH=1&search term=Mary+Barbour (accessed
20/04/2018)

38 Manchester Guardian. 08.10.1915; Govan Press 08.10.1915, p.5, c. 3.

3 paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette 23.10.1915. p. 5 ¢.6; The inquiry sat for only three days in Glasgow and its
findings were that there had been no widespread rent-racking in Glasgow; Govan Press 19.11.1915, p2 c.4-6.
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These calls went unheeded and factors, having met effeqpasition from women whom

they expected would be easily intimidated, sought recourse to the law. Eighteen shipyard
workers were summoned to the Small Debt Court dhQdtober which had the power to

arrest wages to recover rent arrears. Factors expibisedould force the rent strikers to give

in, but they did not! A large crowd of protestors accompanied the accused to court but were
forced to remain outside. The sheriff procrastinated but after hearing a deputation from the
def endant s 6 wedbylengthytdiscussionsg vath thedawyers and factor, the cases
were dropped. The outcome was widely reported natiora#iy in the government

supporting Times newspape@ith threats of similar strikes in Dundee and Aberdeen being
reported by the Forwd.*° In the highly charged atmosphere there was much jubilation, and

the success generated resolve to escalate the protests.

Massive demonstrations were planned for November to spell out the demand for rents to be

frozen at prewvar levels, Fair Rent Cotsrwere no longer acceptable as the people had lost

faith in the independence of the legal sysféiffaced with greater civil disturbances coupled

with serious threats of massive industrial strikes and stoppages, the government was forced to
intervene.Giva t he nati onés vulnerabl-lme anddanuati on; o
ar mament sé6 scandal, the government could not
threatened as it had the potential to seriously disrupt the war effort. Hutthékom that

Glasgow was in pole position in shipbuilding can be challenged but its importance is

undisputed? A bill was quicklypassed througparliament and, following a series of

40 Forward 23.10.1915. p. 3 c.2

41 Melling, Rent Strikesp. 98.

421.G.C., Hutchison, ‘Workshop of the Empire: The Nineteenth Century’ in J. Wormald (ed), Scotland: A History
World’ (Oxford, 2005), p. 212. Hutchison claims that by 1900 Glasgow’s production outstripped that of
Germany and America combined.
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amendments which had the effect of increasing the number of tenants who would benefit

from this legislation, received Royal AsséamDecembe 91543

The rent strikers had triumphed. The result of their determined protests brought major
benefit to large numbers of workiragss tenants in all parts of the Britain and Ireland. Rent
controk remained in place until 19&s no government could disengage from a commitment
on housing bytsignificantly, it had not solved the loagrm housing problem in Glasgdt.

The above is not intended as a complete record of events merely an overview. The part
played by women in the development and progress of the campaign is explored in the
following chapter to provide evidence that their direct action justifies applyitngthe m 06 a

womanos fighto

4 House of Commons Parliamentary Papers, pp. 229-340. Act is officially The Increase of Rent and Mortgage
Interest (War Resctions) Act 1915.
4 House of Commons Library Ref. No. HL/PO/PU/1/1915/5&6 G5c97.
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Chapter 2: Why ‘a woman’s fight’?
iThis fight was goi“ng to be won by

Chapter one provided an outline of the course of the rent strike campaign. This chapter

explores events in which women were involved arguing thadegese otheir participation

at all levels in the campaigmas so extensive thdatcan bedescrikdasa woman.6s f i ght
The reasons for justification include, the attitude ofrtfade dominatedociety in which the

women functioned, the fact that women were at the forefront of the confrontations, that

women protested in | arge numbers, that women
gualities and finally, the current public perception of the 1915 rent strike is of a fight

undertaken and led by women.

Protest behaviour comes in a variety of forms: petitions, threats, demonstrations, strikes,
letters to officialéhe press, deforcement, wittolding rent; what Carl Griffin terms a

pr ot e s thoxt®dre womerorent activists did not possess the whole pantheon of
resistance actions due to gender limitation, but of those at their disposal, they used effectively
and appropriately for the situatipas illustrated below. No attempt is made here to recount

the whole story of the strikéhe intention is to view the strike from a female perspective

providing evidencetoclammh at o6 a wo maasdableégrigidnt 6 i s a
Societal attitudes

Al t hough the Victorian attitude to women, su
was becoming discredited, the early twentieth century still positioned women as wives and

mothers, though this prevailing ideology ditdrfrom the reality’ Working-class women

4 M. Barbour, Paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette, 23.10.1915 p5, c.6.
46 C. Griffin, 1 November 2016 UHI evening seminar.
47 L. Abrams, ‘Introduction’ in E. Gordon et al, Gender in Scottish History since 170Edinburgh, 2006), p. 3.
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had always worked, in mills, laundries, and, increasingly from 1914, in factories which is
somewhat at odds with El eanor Gordonodés cl ain
family.*® In 1915 the governmertlled for women to volunteer for warork, but gender

basedorejudice remained; men were the fighters and women the-hwakers with women

expected to be docile and complidhtPenny Summerfield postulates that war required

women to cross gender bouniéarbut those who did encountered this gender prejudice
especially from Trade Union members Worried
There remained prescribed gender behaviour with public spaces of commerce and politics

viewed as male arenas wdilomesticity remained the preserve of women. Housing therefore

was a female issue in 1915

Speaking in Paisley in 1915, Councillor Russell complained that men were more interested

in football and horseacing than participating in rent protestsRei d6s opi ni on, t h
were apathetic towards rent levels because it was a domestic issue appears to be true in the

case of Thomas Cairns Livingston a Glasgow tenant who kept a daily diary in 1915. On the

26"J anuary @otanate froin the faofiputting up the rent by a pound in a year.

The bl eeding 6 Hu ma&Butthloughott thayedr megnaked nb mdntioe of

protest marches or attending any meetings, though he comments on women taking over
mends j obs on t btleerreéfaresce toaent, in theiwlsole of 191y, is his entry

of 21O c t o b e r Wesgota indterfrgm tiiie factor increasing the rent byn2he quarter

A

6Str af eodtibdaeartthatd@homas did not see the rent struggle as his fight.

8 E. Gordon, ‘The Family’ in E. Gordon et al, Gender in Scottish History since 1,7@@inburgh, 2006), p. 236.

®M,Pugh,2 2YSY YR (GKS 22YSYyQa -O@EN8,¥992),4.323.. NAGIFAY wmMdpmn
O summerfield,? 2 YSY YR 2 NJAY GE®8.¢gSYyiASGIK / Syiddz2NEQ

51 paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette 23.10.1915, p.5. c.6 Paisley Heritage Centre Archive; A. Reid, ‘Glasgow

Socialism: A Review’, Social Historywol. 11, No. 1 (Jan. 1986), p.95.

52 7.C. Livingston, unpublished diary entry 26/01/1915 GCA. TD 1969/3.

53 Ibid. diary 30.03.1915 & 29.07.1915.
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Interesingly this is the earliest example discovered of linking property owners with the

German enemy
Women were at the forefront of the struggle

Housing was an issue which was fundamental to women affecting every aspect of their daily
lives. When Glasgow hoaswners at their conference in January 1915, decided to increase
rents in workingclass areas, women were the most negatively affected and were the first to
face the problen?? Although the male occupant was the legal tenant, his name being on the
tenancyagreement, finding the money to pay the rent was the responsibility of the woman.
Women managed the household budget, it was their job to make ends meet: not an easy task
with the | imited i-wagedecensmyofflolsk lJuasHpmand s | ow
commerns on how essential it was for women to be good at managing their meagre budgets,
how they had to be resourceful in the daily grind of providing for their families, and they had
to be good organisers; experience which was to stand them in good steadrdusinige>’

Smyth postulates that women went to enormous ends to provide for their families; the degree
of organisation, selfliscipline and the practical budgeting skills which ordinary heuses
possessed he believes, was little recognised at tleebtitnthese skillproved valuable in the

rent struggle?

Glasgow Council minutes provide evidence of the pressures on family budgets exacerbated
by German submarine blockade; the government

purchases (the langua@f patriotism was to prove a weapon for the women activists). In

54 Ibid. The use of the word ‘Huns’ suggests that this term was in common parlance prior to the rent strike. It

was subsequently used by the strikers to deliberately link the housing grievances with popular feelings against

the foreign enemy.

55 Forward 20/02/1915 and 23/02/1915.

¥M.Pugh,2 2YSY YR (GKS 22YSyQa -H@EN0S,1992), Apy3 & 7NB.GF AY mMdpmn
57 ). Hannan, ‘Women in politics’ in Purvis (ed.)2 2 YSY Q& | A & (i 2-MNBNLondoN& Neew York,> My p 1
1995), p. 218.

8 Smyth, Rents, Peace Votgs 205.
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April and May, Councillor Dollan, requested
over control of the supply -ewma prditeesiigrbutb ut i on
withoutsuccess? lain Robertson and John Bohstedhtendthat historically, women often

initiated protestsmainly food riots because they were the people most aware of the

increasing price®’ Similar parallels are shown here when the proposed rent increases, added
more economic pressures to stretched family budgets and became a catalyst for resistance

actions.

Thisoccurredvh en  Mr s Mc Hu g hwith @nt aredrsdfi£&, was Gummdrté e

court to defend an eviction noti€eMr McHugh was in a hospital in Rouen so could not

attend court. Being evicted could be catastrophic as alternative accommodation was virtually
unavailablé’? On hearing of this case, 500 women immediately volunteasepickets such

was their anger at the treatment of their neighbours, many responding to Wheatley

exhortations quoteih the introductior?® Onthe day of the intended eviction a large crowd of

women gathered at the tenement and prevented the noticesbeineg. Another group

paraded to the factords hous e romhhe pokcethah ey bur
the factorwasilt hey 1 mmedi ately withdrew. Later that
house were broketthe composition of the crowd isiknown butit was a man who was

sentenced to 3@ays or a £5 fine for breaking the windo¥#s.

59 Glasgow City Archive (hereafter GCA) C1.53 Glasgow Council Minutes 1915. Numerous entries including
29.04.1915, p.1337, 20.05.1915. p. 1504, 23.08.1915. They were still bringing up the subject of coal prices in
November 1915.

60 E.P. Thompson, The Moral Economy cited by 1.J.M. Robertson, in Whe role of Women in Social Protest in the
Highlands of Scotland, c. 1880-1939’ Journal of Hi®rical Geography, Vol. 23, No 2 (1997p90; J. Bohstedt,
Gender, Household and Community Politics: Women in the English Riots 1790-1810’ Past and Presenio 120
(Aug.1988) pp. 88; Bohstedt, Riots and Community: Politics in England and Wales-18%0 (London, 1983),
pp.31-37.

61 Forward 12.06.1915 p.4, c.5 & 6.

62 Forward 23.10.1915, p. 8 c. 3 & 4 carried and article on huts on the open spaces for evicted tenants. [The
Forward also carried an article on the attempted suicide of a woman made homeless, but no corroboration of
this event has been found]

3 Forward 19.06.1915 p.1 ¢c.5 & 6.

54 Ibid 19.06.1915.
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Women protestordevised clever strategies to protect tenants threatened with evitticim

were vividly described in the Forward newspaper and corroborated by Helen Crawfurd in her
diary ®° Their tactics skilfully exploited the design of Glasgow tenements where onecaytran

or oO0closed was the only access to perhaps as
close was packed with protestors to secure the
tenement. In order to guard against unexpected
arrivals of officials, one person was posted in th
0 cl o s e @ftrouble amd, asrsoon as an
official approached, the loe&ut raised the alarm
using a drum, a football rattle, a bell, anything
which would make sufficient noise to alert the

housewives in that and other tenements in the

street. Women came running whiags of flour,

. . . Figure 3. Mary Barbour's rattle used to call «
whiting, rotten fruit, and even wet washing, iKS 62YSyd 9EKAOGAGA:

Courtesy of the National Museum of Scotlat
whatever was to hand, and pelted the unhappy

official chasing him out the close and frequently all the way down the &etRobertson
has stated fASpace Ma’tThestrike transformed tieelclase frommn t o pr

access to dwellinginto the frontline of the fight. This strategy allowed women to carry on

with their housework yet stildl be actively i
actiononthefront i ne of protest activity, Cowhacill or
had to stay in their homes and face the fact
dev®Thme rent collector, factoros clerk, or s

85 H. Crawfurd, unpublished diary. https://www.marx.memorial-library.org/socialist-opposition-to-
wwil/movement-response/item/418-the-autibiography-of-helen-crawfurd pp 144-146. (accessed 24 /01/2018)
5 |bid, pp 144- 146.

57 Robertson, Landscapes d?rotest p.196.

%8 paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette 23.10.1915, p.5 c.6.
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confronted by angry houseives. Humiliation of authority figuresdzame a common

strategy well publicised in local papers and, by late October, few sheriff officers were

prepared to run the gauntlet of angry worfieim his researches on protest actions, J.C. Scott
found a typical devise used by those in inferior positias to humiliate those of superior

status’’ Landlords expected women to meekly accept rent increases, but they did not, and,
being at the forefront of the disturbances,
troopsd of t he c apnedaresglutedwaypirewhiahuheyedeait tvitht h e s

officialdom.”*

Many men were unable to be alongside their wives confronting officials. At the outbreak of

war women saw their male relations rush to respond to the famous Kitchenerposter.

Glaswegians madelaige contribution to the voluntary armies of the Great War, journalist

J. M. Reid writing of fé. batt al®Aecemvisemat cl er k
driver Johnstone, did his best to support hi
asking fa his letter to be published in the Evening Standard but it was the Forward which

printed the letter in full, detailing how Mrs Johnstone and heryeae old child were evicted

because she could not*“ pay a monthés advance

Working-men not in the ared services, were engaged in their own industrial battles which
took up a considerable amount of their time and energy as they fought for shorter hours,

higher wages, and better working conditions. In July, when legislation negated Trade Union

5 Forward 30.10.1915.

70 J.C. Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden TransdNgighaven and London, 1990) pp. 10-
11 & 172-174.

L M. Lynch, Scotland: A New Histotyondon, 1991), p. 425.

2pugh,2 2YSYy YR (KS 22YSyom12a2@SYSyid Ay . NARGOGIAY
73 J.M. Reid. Glasgow, (London,1956), p. 156. Reid was an assistant editor of the Glasgow Herald and editor of
the Bulletin for twelve years.

74 Forward, 29.05.1915 p. 8 c.6. With effect from March 1915, the Soldiers and Sailors Association had ceased
to be responsible for servicemen’s rent. Up till this point the government saw women as dependents of the
male breadwinner hence paid allowance to wives when this ceased, Mrs Johnstone was required to pay a
month’s rent in advance, but she could only afford the weekly payment.
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bargaining pwer, women activist connected this industrial resentment with housing

grievances to great effect.
Widespread engagement in protest action by women

Thousands of women joined in the protest movement. Prior to 1915 women had begun to be
politically active,calling for improvements to Glasgow tenements but they had little political

power. With no vote, no female representatives in parliament, no local councillors, women

had no direct access to the institutional channels available to their male count&hearts.

regularly packed the public gallery of the city council to ensure they werenfagined and

able to react quickly to things they disagreed WitRor example, the GWHA submitted a

|l etter objecting to the GovaindinGovanhlar d ¢ o mmi
because these proposals had not been approved by the electors thus demonstrating female

belief in democracy® Neither did women leave it to men to resist the hegemony of the

landlords, they saw it as their fight and engaged in the strugilege numbers in whatever

capacity theycouldhs Hel en Crawfurd stated, AThis str.
women together'dThe GWHA organi sed a AMEETI NG of WON
16" February deliberately aiming to involve more women in the fight, as is clear from the

wording on the handill and the start time of 3pri¥.In May another GWHA meetingn the

Cressy Hallwaswhere according to the Forwardomeniid e c | ar ed wentriseagai n s
and planned a campaign ofackton t he Govan Press gave a | ess
detailing the motions presented by Mrs Hill, Spiers and Cfaary Barbour the forceful,
charismatic | eader of the So(SGWHApengoaragedNo me n O

other areas to establish tenant committees and Govan and Partick areas became known for

75 Forward, 27.02.1915, p.3, c.5.

76 GCA Council Minutes 17.96.1915, pp. 1718-1721.

77 Crawfurd diary p. 147.

78 Melling, Rent Stikes copy of handbill p.63.

7 Forward 05.06.1915 p.1 c. 5.; Govan Press 28.05.1915, p5, c. 3.
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their militancy. The first tenants to sign petitions agreeing to refuse to pay the extra rent
demanded, were in Kinning Park in Govan and is peryysHelen Corr and J.J. Smyth

agree the strike was initiated by women tenants of Kinning #¥aie Forward reported that,

of the 264 tenants, 250 had agreed to sign, while the Govan Press quoted a higher figure of
26081 Women were good at personal contaersuading others in their tenements to join the
protest. Melling contends that fateface contact was the main reason for many tenants
signing noapayment petition&? Efficient female communications networks were also
instrumental in mobilizing largerowds of supporters. This reinforces Bohstedt argument that
crowds are mobilised from existing networks and he also postulates that it is easier to get
people to participate if there is a tangible objective, which therdheras r at her t han f
dreans o f r e®¥Qm MaytDaya procession of 25,000 people marched to Glasgow

Green where the numbers swelled to 50,000 according to the F&fward.

The GWHA continued the campaign over the summer with support spréeatimgartick

and Govario the Protestant area of Ibrox where, according to Melling, it outstripped that in

Catholic Govan by Septembaévielling claims 25,000 tenants were on strike by Oct8ber

The scale of the protests began attracting national ppgssage. The Manchesteu&dian

and the Times, reported Birmingham tenants were threatening to copy GRSguav
Manchester Guardian also reported a deputati
about 1,500 people, mostly womenéoéarcarrying

fighting the Prussians of Ger ma¥tRerhapsieenar e f i

80 H. Corr, Introduction’ in Melling, Rent Strikes.v.; Smyth, Rents, Peace, Votes, p.185.

81 Forward 5/06/1915, p. 5, c. 3 & 4. Govan Press 04.06.1915.

82 Melling, Rent Strikesp. 64.

8 Bohstedt, Riots and Communitpp. 23 & 222/3.

84 Forward 08.05.1915, p.3,¢c. 1 & 2.

8 Melling, Rents Strikes. 70 and 107.

86 Manchester Guardian, 30.09.1915; The Times, 09.07.1915. issue 40928, p.3 The Times Digital Archive

87 Manchester Guardian, 08.10.1915, (accessed via ProQuest 30 August 2017); Glasgow Herald 08.10.1915, p.
8,c.4.
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to avoid the condemnation suffragettes had attracted, women strove to ensure respectability

and discipline in their marches. Protessore r € encour aged to attend i

[

A doranatrsiion in Bactick iz clothes, as is evident in the

DETERMINED TO HAVE THEIR GRIEVANCE PUT RIGHT

photographThe GlasgowHerald
commented that marchers were
orderly quiet and weltiressed®
Brotherstone believgwotestors

did not want to appear

rebellious®® Respectability was

! ssterday.  Many muni
for ths proceion iny mu : workers and their

U 28

Ly o

i mportant too f

or

Figure 4. Women'siarch through Partick 1915. Courtesy of Mitchell Librai p icket o6 tactics

table at a tenement entrance and Sisatisfactory explanation o1 tneir pusIEss. 1 ey PUSSERS @ DL O MTorm

he neighbourhood of the arrival of the Sheriff's officers.

having tea; anyone wishing to pass’

had to satisfy the women thiey
posed no thre&f. This photograph
is of a tea picket at the entrance to
close in Thornwood Avenue which
was strategically chosen near a

major shipbuilder, Fairfields, to

Figure 5. rentprotest&r @ G S+ LIAO1 S0 & ¢K2|
reinforce the message of common Courtesy of Mitchell Library

grievances.

88 Glasgow Herald 08.10.1915, p. 8 c.1 & 2.

8 Brotherstone p. 93/4; Paisley &Renfrewshire Gazette 23.10.1915 p4 c.2 &3.

%0 p. Tait, Glasgow irthe Great War: Your Towns and Cities in the Great W@&irsgow, 2016), p. 54. Courtesy
of GCA.
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Women challenged authority

Resistance was not confined to collective action. Individual women, such as Mary Barbour
often took the initiative in difficult situations for example, when a sheriff officer triesg:toe

an eviction notice on an ill widow, bags of peasemeal and flour were thrown at him by angry
housewives one of whom was arrested. Mary quietly spoke to the official eventually
persuading him to leave and the police to release the one woman who hadrbsed?

When a hardine factor began intimidating women, tricking one into paying the increase

convincing her that others had done so, Mary persuaded several shipyard workers in their

overalls to go with her toult hreedoawxdroad st hod fii
money.
Traditionally viewed as quiescent and easily

and resolute as is evident when Mrs Barbour and Mrs Ferguson confronted Neilson & Sons
factors in the Govan and Partick areas. Hutdrs had threatened tenants with eviction
proceedings because they needed to acquird 30@wellings for Harland and Wolff for

their incoming shipyaravorkers but the women immediately wrote to the Managing
Director quest i oniclaig. He repdied,tstrongty denyanfanWe i | sonds
knowledge of this and expressing company support for the striking terdgststter was

printed in full in the Forwar8?

Another example occurred in August when five women obtained an interview again with

Neilson& Sons to discuss the position of striking tenants at 733 and 735 Dumbarton Road.

The factor tried to justify the increased re
the women countered by stating t hrmdmesiler vi cen

factor remained unmoved and refused to accept any amount less than the total demanded,

9 Melling Rent Strikegp. 81-82
92 Forward 05.06.1915 p.1¢c. 5

29| Page



warning his expenses would be added, presumably the cost of taking out a summons, if the
full amount was not forthcomin.One of the women pointed out the had accepted
A éwithoutdemuweé 0 t he basic rent on houses for whict

illustrating a different attitude to those in power compared to those normally comifliant.

This increasing civil unrest caused concern among the #@igkdyoth local and national. The

Gl asgow Council eventually a§©Oaobedwhicohachear a
been requested by women protestors in uljhe Glasgow Herald printed a lengthy report

on the meeting recording Mrs Nixon wordsh a tther@ was only one channel through

which the hous@wners could get thus increase in rent and that was by thestamation of

t he women aThadeputatiod receivednational coverage with the Glasgow

Herald and the Bulletin printing ptagraphs of the crowd of supporters outside holding

placards bearing inflammatory slogdfs.
The strike is remembered today as a womanos

Despite the scale of female organisation, men assumed the political leade3séipnik

identified similar tendencies in London strikgbere is little doubt that Mary Barbour is

viewed as the leader of the direattion protests carried out by the ten&htEhe National

Museum of Scotland, the Mitchemblldbkplapbr ary and
portraits of her as the strike leader. She was able to inspire many followers and galvanised
great support prompting Gal |l aclassbausade,descr i pt

[she] became the leader of a movement such as had neveslkeern bef oreé Mr s B

% Ibid., 28.08.1915 p.8 c.4 & 5; Glasgow Herald 28.08.1915, p.8 c.5& 6

% Forward,28.08.1915, p8.c.4 & 5

9 Glasgow Council Minutes, C1 3.53, p.2474, 7.10.1915

% Glasgow Herald, 08.10.1915 p.3 c.2-6

% For example, Hughes, Gender and Political Identities in Scotlandil; Gallacher, Revolt on the Clyde52; H.
Srebrnik, ‘Class, Ethnicity and Gender Intertwined: Jewish women and the East London Rent Strikes, 1935-
1940’, Women'’s History Review, Vol. 4 No. 3 (1995), p. 284.
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and her ar m¥¥ Mafr ywosmedmneéadder shi p was so valued
pocketwat ch inscribed fin recogni t¥Poemsanl her se
folk songs have been written about her exploits, twwhath are included in the appendices.
A statue commemorating Mary and her army of followers was erected outside the Govan

underground station on International Womenos

sz,

Figure 7. Statue erected outside Govan station on
LY GSNYFGA2Y in mey20Y S i 2

CAIdzNB cod { i GdzNB 2F al N . | dzii K2 NDa |

The National newspaper reported crowds of schoolchildren and politicians at theffunch.

Corr believes that women provided effective leadership and crucially they harnessed great

support for the campaign by establishing alliances with other groups such as the trades

council the antivar movement® This is a convincing argument as female asts/were

members of several organisations and adept a
p o w énedof the great strengths of female protest activity was their ability to enlist and

maintain support from other organisations. Many women, Mary Barbtalen Crawfurd,

Mrs Laird, Mary MacArthur, belonged to auton

%8 Gallacher, Revolt on the Clyde. 52/53.

% Watch is held in the Fairfield Heritage Centre in Govan a copy of the watch is in the People’s Palace
Museum.

100 National, 09.03.2018, pp.14 & 15 (personal copy)

101 Corr Introduction in Melling, Rent Strike9 vii and x
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Labour League, TheCoper ati ve Womends Guild, the Women

therefore were able to generate connections between housing strugglesand®iances
Cooperation between men and women

Women worked alongside men in the struggle against rising rents uniting several disparate
groups. Womenvere aware thahey lacked industrial musclejaking up only a small

percentage of the workforceithdrawing their labour would impact but never cripple any
industry. They needed the support of male worlsysheydeliberately linked the rent strike

to industrial grievances, for example their tea pickets were conspicuously held in areas where
tenans were shipyard worker€onnecting housing grievances with industrial ones is what

gave the campaign its bargaining power. It is reasonable to infer that women were
instrumental in achieving these allianespeciallypecause othe womed s e x p ethei enc e
co-operative branches, whose ethos was one-opevation and mutual support. Other
movements of the period suffered from internal divisi@swfurddisapproved of the

conflict béween the SLRAnd the ILRwvhile Cooper asserts there was personagortism

between John Macleanmarxists angshop steward&allacherand Kirkwood'°2

The GWHA helped the GLPHA torganisework-gate and dinnelnour meetings at the

shipyards and munitions factoriés August the meetings included ones at Harland & Wolff
at1.30pm, Shield Hall at 2.30pm and Fairfield at 1:%0 hese meetings raised funds to

defend court actions taken out against striking tenants and they capitalised on the

wor ki ngmenés anger at tfMunitiors gorkers actcompamler d e s ¢ r |
womandés deputation to the council where they

labour but, as alastresohen woul d take the risk rather t h

102 crawfurd unpublished diary p. 132; S. Cooper, John Wheatley: A Study in Labour Historgublished PhD
Thesis Glasgow University (1973), p. 86.

103 Forward, 28.08.1915 p.8 c.4.

104 1bid., Forward 28.08.1915 p.8 c.4.
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put on the street by the rapacity of hoose n e'f®> Ehe government fead a potential
revolution in Glasgow and decidednbuld intervene Governmental procrastination was
preempted howeverpy further direct actiorWhen eighteen male rent strikers were
summoned to appear in court or"INovemberthe GWHA organised auge protest
meetingwhich thousands attendeshdhead powerful speeches including one by Helen
Crawfurdac cording to the For war d°%Hugdoeowdso me n
accompanied the accused to court where, after much delay, the cases were @rapped.
courtsuccesdpoosted morale araimassivedemonstration was planned to ramp up the
pressureThe government capitulated aagreed to thetriker&demandsnamely rents
frozen at pravar levelsWomen had fought a determined campaign and desenedly

rewarded with success.

The above is not a comprehensive list of allghatestactivitieswomen undertook. These
examples have been includastypicalo f t h e pvotess and éresused here to justify
the description of the struggle againsttnépesasa 0 w o ma nThs restrictigns ander
which female activists functioned should not be ignored, however, nor should the
mechanisms which supported them in their struggle. These will be considered in the
following chapter along witinterpretations of the key factors driving female protest

behaviour.

105 Glasgow Herald, 08.10.1915, p. 8, c.4.
106 Forward.13.11.1915.p. 8,¢c. 4 & 5
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Chapter 3: Female motivation and the impact of gender issues.

Chapter two focussed on female protest activity but it is considered important not just to
describe female protelsehaviour but also to try and discern what drove women to mobilize

in large numbers and have the courage to change traditional compliant behaviour into

defiance of authority. This chapter considers the limitations under which women functioned

and discusseshat they could rely on to support them through difficult events. It suggests

what may have provided inspiration and encouragement, thereby obtaining insight into the
womends motivation to instigate withehol ding
long months of struggle in 1915. Whether these were the same for male activists will also be

discussed briefly.
Disadvantages

Unlike their male counterparts, women had no access to institution means of protesting, they

had no vote, no female representatives in parliament, and no local female councillors; their
political power was minimal. Glasgow, in the early twentieth certtadyamasculine

charactewith heavy engineering and shipbuilding being theqominant industries.

Annemarie Hughes postulates that, somewhat unexpectedly, the Glasgow ILP was more
progressive than other urban areas in its attitude to woth&he Glasgow.abour Party had
established a Housing Association in 1903 but no women held high office or great influence

and this was why, according to Joseph Melling, Mary Barbour and Andrew McBride decided

to establish the Gl asgow Wonarefardbdy forbettersi ng As s
housing condition&®® The large number of local branches of housing associations were

crucial in generating support for strike activity.

197 Hughes, Gender and Political Identities in Scotlapd1.
108 Melling, Rent Strikes, p. 32 & 33.
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Smyth claims that women lacked confidence to speakeetings anoh public, preferring to
discuss future tactics in the security of their own hoomestimidated by merand he cites
PatrickDollan sayingit was unseemly for women to speak on public platfolfhslowever,
these views can be challenged. In his history of Kinning Par&p@oative 8ciety,Dollan
himself writes of women making speeches at their puhketings-° Women activists did
find sufficient courage to speak in publibe Glasgow Herald recordgmen speakers at the
deputation to the council athrry McShane praised Agnus Do as a good speakehile
Helen Crawfurd, was renowned for her powerful rhetorithe suffragettecampaigrand

which she continued to use in support of the rent stttke.

Even the avenues ostensibly open to women presented difficulties. Extensivef<itOd$

Glasgow and district newspapers suggests that writing articles and letters to the press was the
preserve of the male rent protestti’sThe practical difficulties women experienced

regarding writing down their views were significant. Many livediamped conditions

where one room was the only space for cooking, eating, washing, sewing, and where children
played and slept. Privacy was at a premium and not conducive to careful writing for
publication. There were unseen barriers too for female asti®usework in the early

twentieth century was extremely labour intensive and required long hours of hard physical
work. Gordon Cordescribes it as sheer drudgéefy. In the dirt and grime of industrial

Glasgow, washing, cleaning, and cooking absorleg lmmounts of time leaving little

energy for political campaigning. Devoting some of this precious leisure time to fighting

109 smyth Rents, Peace, Votedso cites a pamphlet written by Dollan p. 184.

110 p_ Dollan, Jubilee History of Kinning Park-Guerative Societyp. 148.

11Glasgow Herald 08.10.1915, p. 3, c.2-6: H. McShane No Mean Fighte(London, 1978), p. 92.

112 Forward, numerous articles examples on 23 Jan. 27t Feb. 22nd May, 5% June, 10th July, 7t Aug., 18%" Sep.,
16 Oct., 30™ Oct.

113 Corr ‘Introduction’ in Melling, Rent Strikespuviii
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against rent rises demonstrates a high degree of commjimenpressive andeserves

greatemrecognition

Appreciative of the Inited budget at the disposal of workiolgass women, female political

groups charged only small subscriptions to encourage membership, consequently their
resources for campaigning were low and they needed to access the resources of sympathetic
male politial partiesMeetings were held under the auspices of the Glasgow Labour Party
Housing Committee (GLPHC) to gain their resources for printing notices advertising events.

In trying to achieve their objectives, women were forced to employ whatever leveegge th

could muster. In studying inferior/superior relationships, Scottudee t er m dédweapons
weako to des crtfThaghaa directlytapphcabtejit\ngvértieless appears an
appropriate description of female protastivity during the @15 strike Per haps Osof t
is the way to describe how women had to argue, cajole, pressurise, or persuade men to act.

For example, there were no women newspaper editors, so they could only request a

sympathetic reporting of their marchesdemonstrations and they relied on men to write

articles for publication.

By 1915women were beginning to have some influence in the labour market but only
through the creation of their own independen
League but thelacked industrial muscle. Making up such a small percentage of the work

force, women withdnaing their labour would little impacFully aware of this weaknesbe

female activists realised they had to gain the support of male workers. The previdas chap

detailed some of the work carried out by both men and women and several historians attribute

114).C., Scott, Domination and the Arts dResistance: Hidden Transcrifewhaven and London: Yale
University Press, 1990).
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the solidarity of the campaign to the influence of women activibish ultimately led to

success.
Supports

Smyth argues convincingly that much of the campaigs ef f ect i veness was (
characteristics which he lists as, theiragerative nature, their willingness to share burdens,

their determination to protect their families and their being prepared to allow men the greater
visible role!'® These weréndeed importantyut perhaps the most significant for women

strikers was their strong communal support networks revolving round the tenement, the

street, and the parish. Women helped each ett@mromically morally and healthwise In

1915 diseases suels TB were common, chidirth washazardousnd n difficult times

friends and neighbours were crucial to surviVdese strong bonds forged in adversity were

crucialin maintaining the rent strikas isamply evidenceduringconfrontations with

factors and sheriff officerandin the McHugh case.

Membership of Caperative Guilds not only fostered friendships and provided valuable
experience in organising | arge numbers of pe
spaces6 f or ofpessaasioniomd@fting pitby slagans and producing eye

catching banners. Both Melling and Smyth champion the Guilds as being influential in

developing seltonfidence in womerDaily contact with neighbours ensured the rapid

dissemination of informatimand these efficient communication networks played a

significant role in bringing out crowds of supporters when marches were planned. Great

speeches have |ittle influence i f only a few
role in the rent strié , Mc Shane <cl ai med ldigelpocodimdétetheact i vi ty
soci al si ddeadfs ot lpirmg sste db Utemal e organi sing sl

115 smyth, Rents, Peace, Votgs 178-180.
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éshowed just how mid®uvhile thiswas indeed anuatea of fenoate .

involvement,chaper two has demonstrated that female protest activity encompassed a far
wider range of activities than social ones. Perhaps the greatest, most important attribute
women brought to the movement was their ability to establish and maintain the support of

various disparate groups of people.
MotivationandInspiration

All protest entails a degree of risk and, in whiblding the additional rent, women risked

losing their homes. With many men absent on war service, fighting against rapacious

landlords fell tathe women; a situation extremely similar to the troubles in Skye in 1882.

When messengatar ms arri ved at Braes in September,
menfolk were away at east coast herring fishing, the defence of the townships devolved upon
theirwi v es an ddredemdeinsting to defend homes and families is strong and

in 1915 was augmented by Glasgow hewsees desire to support neighbours in trouble.
Community solidarity is evident in the wedlblicised McHugh incident referred above

where shared values engendered by the close communal living, were the strong drivers to

resist officialdom.

What people believe is hugely important as it confersmnot i onal energyé and
resolve to act!®In studying female resistance belwawr, Murdie and Pekins found that

women overtly protest when faced wihy of the followingeconomic hardship, gender,

ethnic or racial discrimination, and when aspirations are stifleely also found that a belief

in a positive outcome was essentfdlAt least two of these requirements were in existence in

116 McShane, No Mean Fighterp 35.

117 ). Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Communi{Bdinburgh, 1976), p.139.

118 Robertson. Highland land Wars module UHI 2016.

119 Murdie & Peksen, OWomen and Contentious Politics: A Global Event-Data Approach to Understanding
Women'’s Protest’, Political Research Quarteriyol.68 No.1 (March 2015), p. 182.
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1915 Small successes encourage further actions. Being able to prevent officials gaining

access to tenants threatened with eviction was a successful tactic and no doubt increased

Figure 5 Protestors preventing eviction at tenement in Partick, Glasgow 191

protestors resolveThe photograplabovesuggests women happy to have achieved a positive

outcomepreventing the glum looking bowler hatted official from carrying out his #Sty.

Lacking direct evidence of womend6és own thoug
drove women to protest, but insight into the fenpalgchecan be gained by studying the

language they used on placards and banners. These make frequent redarenaapatriotic

behaviour of landlords at a time when working people were making huge sacrifices.

Landl ords were |ikened to t heMyGdhernsdighting Hun 6,
in France, we are fighting the Huns at hame a @uid hugsbandssons, and brothers are

fighting the Prussians of Germany. We are fighting the Prussians of Partiakar had

removed the normal controls on the housing n
gave women the legitimacy to resist their hegemony. Téfiant behaviour complies with
Navickasds theory that overt protest occurs

broken?? Feelings of being treated unfairly were created because the government had

120 The Glasgow Story. Rent Strike. http://www.theglasgowstory.com/image/?inum=TGSE00908&t=2 (accessed
17/10/2017).

121 Melling, Rent Strike. 84 &85 and Manchester Guardian. 08.10.1915.

122 K. Navickas, ‘Historiographical Essay: Whatever happened to Class? New Histories of labour and collective
action in Britain’, Social Historyyol. 36 No. 2 (May 2011), p. 199.
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intervened to protect businesgn from war debts biiad done nothing to protect tenants

from rapacious landlord€2 The quest for justice was passionately stated by Helen Crawfurd
speaking at a large demonstration off 3o v e mb e r , AAl'l who were t a
demonstration were showing their solidarithey were asking not for money, not for

charity; they wef® asking for justiceéo

It is reasonable to speculate that another source of injustice driving the resistance behaviour
was The Munitions Act which compelled m& work long hours. Howeveworkers would

gain no benefit from their increased income if it was needed to pay the extra rent, and, in
addition, not all tenants were industrial workeféis unfairness is impliedvhen women

chall enged the factor, N e i ding hewwoken 8rml starying st at i
the children of servicemeno when he tried t

earning i g moneyo.

To risk taking part in public protest requires belief that it is possible to bring about a change.
In his bookCarl Griffin writes ofthe importance of collective memory in influencing and/or
instigating protest activity?® Collective memory enabled women to draw their inspiration

from previous events, to challenge authority when their normal behaviour tended towards
conpliance and respect for authority. For example, rent strikes surfaced during land struggles
in Ireland in the nineteenth century and were also widely employed to good effect by crofters
in the later Highland Land Waras is welldocumented in the extensive literature on the
subject!?’ Large numbers of Irishmen, had moved from Belfast to work in the Glasgow
shipyards and had brought knowledge of Irish rent stri&esilarly, large numbers of

Highland men and women maged to Glasgown the latter half of the nineteenth century

123 smyth, Rents Peace Votgs178.; Forward, 16.10.1915, p. 4,¢c. 5 & 6.

124 crawfurd cited in Melling, Rent Strikesp. 92.

125 Forward, 28.08.1915, p.8, c.4 & 5.

126C ). Griffin, Protest, Politics and Work in Rural England, 17880 (Basingstoke, 2014)
127 Authors include. Cameron, J. Hunter, A Macinnes, E. Richards.
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men to vork in the police and the dogksomen in domestic servicé® The Partick area of

Glasgowi a militant area during the 1915 agitatiomoused a significant number of

Highlanders or pede of Highland descent, it is extremely likely that female activists were

aware of the events of the Highland Land Wars, especially as they had been extensively

reported in Glasgow newspapers. The Crofters Act 1886 had been passed a mernaineenty
yearspreviously and was well within living memory. Thus, it is reasonable to assume that

women activists in Glasgow in 1915 were influenced by the knowledge of what ordinary
crofters had achieved, most especiaraly the g

rights following their civil unrest and disturbances.

The female tactics of pelting flour bombs at officials trying to serve notices on tenants, bear

striking resemblance to women hurling clods of earth and dung at officials during the

Highland Land Vérs and suggests that Glasgow women in 1915 were specifically inspired by
female Highlander$?® In protest speeches John Maclean referred to the affect Clearances

had on his family and also the Forward published an article stating there would be no repeat

of the Clearances trick thistiM&De s cri bi ng events in Skye in 1
i mpossible to get o fDbllanoveote sthetF @ r svesmertdfeoffioers i t s 0 ;
have no intention of undergoing a peaseal bombardmeat t h e riscnasimmpassible to

ignore3! Women had more recent role models, however, namely the suffragettes. Leah
Leneman has s hAGuiCause hératbadlerfe was consi der

working-class involvement in the suffrage movement. Possibly becaakent action had

128 Current author’s family knowledge from relations who had lived in Glendale and other parts of Skye.

125 Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Communipy 139; R., Hutchison, Martyrs; Glendale and the Revolution
in Skye(Edinburgh, 2015), p. 8.

1307, Brotherstone (ed.) Covenant, Charter and Party: Traditions of Revolt and Protest in Modern Scottish
History(Aberdeen, 1989), p. 106; Smyth, Rents Peace Votgs 179.

131 Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community152; Forward 30.10.1915.
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drawn much criticism of the suffrage movement, the female rent activists placed considerable

weight on respectability.

It is possible to surmise that any male activists had the same reasons and motivation for their
resisting landlorchegemony, but there is evidence to suggest additional male motivations.

For example, Gallagher and Maclean, saw the struggle as a class conflict, Kirkwood as
improving Trade Union power, Wheatley as furthering his case for municipal housing while
Dollan ard McBride sought to harness the energy of the campaign to increase the standing of
the ILP. It is clear from numerous articles in the Forward that Dollan had Labour Party
objectives. Though some of the female leaders subsequently had successful clrears in
politics it is generally accepted this was due to their experiences during the rent strike rather

than political ambition at the outset.

Before embarking on an action, a protestor must have the belief in the possibility of effecting
a change. Thelgescale participation of women in the rent strike, implies they did believe
their forceful resistance would produagositive outcome. This and previous chapters have
provided many examples of women bravely fighting against what they believed was an
injustice and for the common good of the community. It is testimony to their courage and
commitment that they achieved a significant victorglasgow not just for themselves but

for working-class tenants througho8totland, the rest of the United Kingdamd Ireland.
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Conclusion

fithe most successful example of direct action ever undertaken by the Scottish-working

cl a¥s o

Local councillor and activist PatridRollanat t r i but ed t he success of
fine stand made by the™Despnts ®spbkanabl prah
role in protest activity has been underplayed in the historiography. The focus has been on

antirwar ideology, socialinrest and industrial militancy on Clydeside during the early

twentieth century and a masculine narrative dominates. Through research in newspapers

council minutes and photographs, this study has found evidence of widespread female
involvement in protestagainst rent increases, and thus argues that the struggle against rising

rentlevelsvas a womanodés fight.

Gl asgowbs housing crisis stemnoassarkaswithhn poor
high population density and was exacerbated by a huge irfflmxmitions workers brought

in to increase watime production. The war removed the traditional controls on the housing

market which housewners saw as an opportunity to raise rents. Collectively, landlords

abdicated responsibility for the welfare of thiginants. Resistance to landlord profiteering

surfaced first in the Govan area with tenants refusing to pay the extra demanded. Protests
gradually spread to most workikudass districts of Glasgow. Mamembers of trade unions

and ward committeesrote ldters of complaint to newspapers and the council, and, although

some councillors wanted to petition the government to establish Fair Rent Courts, little was

achieved.

Institutional channels of protests were unavailable to women due to their gender. House
wives, traditionally seen as responsible for paying domestic bills, were the most directly

affected and soon took direct action. Though

132 Smyth, Rents, Peace, Votes, p. 174.
133 Forward 16.10.1915, p. 4 c. 5.
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theory that petitions can be easily ignored and concessions only wonrbpraatical

action, perhaps they considered deeds more important than ¥ovdsmenbarricaded
tenementloses to prevent evictions, humiliatirand chasing off officialsThis tactic was
particularly effective and achieved several objectives. It enatbeden to be active and
influential in the fight while still able to continue their daily chores; it prevented notices
being served; it demonstrated that defiance had replaced compliance and, because it was
successful and enjoyable, it escalated theserectiher spiritedresistance drew praise at

the time from the Forward whHich described th

Women set up their own committees and held meetings to rally support and devise resistance
strategies. They organised high profile marchegpfopaganda purposes to show the extent

of the discontent and, by using hdritting slogans, they gained the moral high ground.

Devoting much of their precious free time, housewives demonstrated a high level of
commitment to their fight. Efficient femal®@mmunication networks and personal contact
ensured large numbers attended their protest events, conducted in an orderly fashion. Women
took a responsible attitude to protests as was evident in the McHugh case when they

withdrew pickets on hearing of thecfda or 6 s i | | ness.

In addition to collective protest, several women, such as Mary Barbour, displayed leadership
gualities, and on many occasions defiantly challenged men in positions of superior power and
authority with considerable success. This was a tigeairom normal female deferential
behaviour and surprised many factors and | an
cause gave them courage to resist powerful opposition. This work suggests that women drew

their inspiration from previous protestmpaigns in Ireland and the Highlands which

furnished them with the conviction that they could achieve a positive outcome.

134 Bohstedt, Riots and Community Politiqs,222/3.
135 Forward, 13.11.1915, p. 8,c. 4 & 5.
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Aware of their weak financial position and their lack of industrial muscle, women leaders

sensibly enlisted the help of their mateunterparts and many protests were undertaken
jointly. Womeno6s eopgraively i@ Geoperativef Guildoandkbeimyg ¢ o
members of several organisations such as Ten
enabled them to forge strong alliance$ween disparate groups. Combining the female drive

and energy generated by housing grievances with the anger and militancy created by

industrial grievances, gave the rent strike campaign great strength-gaterkneetings and

picketing near shipyards amnaunitions factories reinforced the connections between men and
womends common interests. Using their o&6soft

cohesion within the various groups and created successful joint working.

When male shipyard workers veesummoned to court for rent debt, large numbers of women
accompanied them to demonstrate solidarity. The victory achieved when the cases were
dropped stimulated activists to -tmean greater
vulnerability, industrial verkers threatened a massive withdrawal of labour in support of the
rentstrikers demands. The government was forced to act, not from principle, but from the
necessity of preventing potential disruption totvare production. The government fearing

a revoltion - a point much debated in the historiograplagreed to the strikers demands to

freeze workineclass rents at the piear levels and quickly passed a bill through parliament.

The Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest (War Restrictions) Act 19 btowdiate

effect and was a just reward for the courage, determination and resolve of the rent protestors,

particularly the women.

The act did not solve the Glasgow housing problem, but it established a precedent for
governmental rent controls which lagdtentil 1989 and which benefitted large numbers of

working-class tenants throughout the British Isles. One consequence of the strike campaign
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was that several female leaders subsequently developed successful careers in local politics

and contributed to pdgve reforms in female and welfare issues.

No claim is made that this is a comprehensive account of rent strike nor a discussion of
womenoés role in terms of their political act
The attitude of th@olice to female rent protestors is possibly a profitable topic for future
researchThis investigation into female protest activity has revealed that women played a

crucial role in the success of the rent strike. It has shown that great credit is diliadoyo

working-class Glashow houseives who achieved extraordinary things. Speaking at a
demonstration organised by the GWHA, Helen C
womanodés fighteé they were finot asadkingdfog f or mon

justiceo and is a fitting®escription of the

136 Melling, Rent Strikesp. 92.
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List of Personnel

Womem

Mary Barbour

Agnus Dollan

Helen Crawfurd

Mrs Fergusson

Mrs Nixon

Men

John Wheatley

Patrick Dollan

Willie Gallacher

David Kirkwood

Harry McShane

John MacLean

Appendix 1

Leader of the South Govan

Many believe she led the 1915 rent strike.

Member of the ILP. Memid r of
Guild

t he -operatven 6 s

Suffragette member of the ILP, antvar campaigner.
Treasurer of GWHAMarried Patrick Dollan in 1912

Suffragette. Established the Peace Crusade in 1916, member of
the ILP but lateteft to join the Communist Party of Great
Britain

Little isknown of Mrs Fergussojoint author of letter to
Harland and Wolf.

Leader of Maryhill Tenants AssociatioBpoke at deputation to
the Glasgow Council in October

* kkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhiiiiikikkx

Glasgow Labour Councillor

Glasgow Labour Councillor

Shop stewardeader ofClyde Workers

Leader oBeardmorevorkers

Socialistactivist

Marxist. Established the Communist Party of Great Britain
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Appendix 2
Mary Barbour’s Army by A Hulett
I n the tenements 06Glesga in the year one ni
It was one lang bloody struggle tae keep ourselves alive
We were cootin oot the copperstaebuywarr aps o006 f ood

When the | andlords pit the rent up just beca
there was overtime galore

But the wages they were driven doon tae subsidise the war
Oot came Mrs Barbour fae her wee bit single end

S h e s argadiselthé ladsies if i cannae raise the men
Chorus

060Cos I 6m fae Govan andé yeodbre fae Partick

o
>
(@)}
wn

This yin herebds fae Bridge O Weir and th
Therebdbs some thatodés Prots and some thatobds Ca

But wedre Mrs Bar boumdaeshewarkmy and wedbdre here

Mrs barbour made a poster sayind we

(@)
>
o
©
QO

Then chapped on every door of every Govan tenement

She said, fApit this in the windae and when vy
Wedll run oot and chase the factor ad the wa
When the poor wee soul cam roon, he was batt:

By a regiment in pinnies that knew just whit tae do
Mrs Barbour organised the gaitheriné 06 the

And they burst oot o6the steamie ar med wi po

Mr s Bar bour 6 soughiGlesga likepthre plagde t h

The maisters got the message and the message
Whil e oor menfolk fight the Kaiser wedoll st a
Against the greedy bastards woo keep gindino
If ye want tae stop conscription stantdight the profiteers

Bring the hale big bloody sandpit crashind d
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We 61 | no starve said Mrs Barbour, whil e the

Are marchind add tae hae their hairtdéds bl ood

Well it didnae tak the Geernment that lang tae realise

If ye crack doon on the leaders the rest will compromise

They arrested Mrs Barbour and they clapper her in the jile

But they made an awfy big mistake, they let her oot on balil

She cadbad the men Clgdeanddnthe@Gat f act ori es on th
They marched up tae the courthouse sayinbdé we
Mrs Barbour6s Army brought the maisters tae

Wedb a regiment in pinnies backed by one in d

Source: Paisley Heritage Centre, folder on MaryoBar

Folksinger A Hulett put his words to music and can be seen on Youtube
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Mary Barbour és

The rioty past

of its handwaxed

handle

Rattety rattety

Crank turns, wood aligns,
sound alarms

Rattety rattety
Maryob6s ar my,
holding the fort,

with the men off

fighting

Rattety rattety

Sounding the rattle,

they ratted on bailiffs
Ratatat-tat

intent on evictions

from trenchdreamed
hearthsides

Rattety rattetyl the Govan artillery
Rattd ratta i tatt! the echo back

Poemby Chritine Flinn

Appendix3
Ratt

e

Courtesy of National Musuem of Scotland
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