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The project sought to establish how, in the context of highly vulnerable environments, 
heritage can be interpreted and utilised to foster sustainable community development 
and create museum products while preserving it as a resource.  

Taking the Northern Isles as an example and major case study, the project combined 
academic research with co-curating practice within a reflexive approach informed by 
critical heritage studies and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

Through a process of community engagement, the researcher co-produced a multi-
format exhibition and a framework for sustainable heritage tourism.  

 

Aims & Objectives 
 
The project aim was to open up the maritime heritage of the Northern Isles as a 
cultural resource for sustainable community development, through the following 
objectives: 

1. a survey of tangible and intangible maritime heritage 

2. interpretation from a critical heritage perspective based on review of literature 
and practice in the field 

3. community engagement with heritage  

4. co-curation of maritime heritage 

5. exploring the significance of heritage with reference to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, and integrating heritage into a community-oriented 
framework of learning for sustainability 

 

Research Questions 
 
How can maritime heritage be interpreted and utilised to foster sustainable 
community development and create museum products while preserving it as a 
resource? 

Specifically: 

https://myuhi-my.sharepoint.com/personal/or01ki_uhi_ac_uk/Documents/Documents/irc.site.hw.ac.uk
http://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/research-enterprise/cultural/institute-for-northern-studies
http://www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk/
http://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/


  
  

1. How accessible is maritime heritage in the Northern Isles? 

2. What issues does interpretation raise for local communities? 

3. How can community engagement be enhanced through creative responses to 
heritage? 

4. How can the community best be involved in co-curating its heritage(s)? 

5. What is the significance of heritage with regard to the UN SDGs and learning for 
sustainability? 

 

Research Methods 
 
In the first phase, the primary sources, including records of regional oral narratives 
and collections of material objects, were closely examined, and literature in critical 
heritage studies reviewed. Museum-based practice, involving creative workshops 
and focus groups, facilitated community engagement.  

The next step was the co-curation, with local museums and community groups, of 
a virtual exhibition on maritime heritage of the Northern Isles.  

Critical reflection on the sustainable management of this heritage for development 
established the Northern Isles as a major comparative case study for experience 
exchange within a community-oriented framework of learning for sustainability. 
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