
Strategic Planning for Marine Energy 

in Scottish Waters

David Pratt BA (Hons) MSc LLM MIEMA CEnv

Acting Head of Marine & Offshore Renewables Planning

Co-Chair of Ocean Energy Forum 

Environment & Consenting Work 

Group

Brussels: November 2016



Planning

Licensing Science



Scottish Government Marine Energy SEA 2007

What?

Who?

Where?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiagKjanb_QAhUDkRQKHWYYDs0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/birds/featured/Seabirds&psig=AFQjCNH61mcvgqtsg0BeLxuNYxicNVlV9w&ust=1480002642163890


Blues Seas Green 

Energy –
Offshore Wind Plan Energy -

2011

Consented Projects 
- Inch Cape

- Neart na Gaoithe

- Beatrice

- UK DECC SEA 2 Zones

- Seagreen

- MORL

Dark Green Search 

Areas provided starting 

point for current process



Marine Resource System (MaRS) –

Resource Model

TECHNICAL MODEL



INDUSTRY ENVIRONMENT HERITAGE

Constraints Models



OFFSHORE 

WIND
WAVE TIDAL

Early Stage Consultation
• Initial Views / Concerns on Resource Areas

• Information – Verification / Data Gaps / Updates

• Outline Process – Key Steps / Future Consultation 
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Scottish Offshore Renewables Research frAmework

(SpORRAn)



Key Issues:

• Planning

• Consenting / Licensing

• Research & Monitoring

EC Ocean Energy Roadmap
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Roadmap Action Plan

5 Key Projects:

2017 2018



Demonstration – MeyGen Project



Lessons learned……

• Strategic Planning 

• Research & Monitoring

• Sustainable Development

………………………………………….

• Thank You!!!


