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• Royal Blind School – day and residential provision

• Educational outreach to mainstream settings

• After school and holiday club – ‘reverse integration’

• Residential care for young adults

• Scotland’s only specialist sight loss nursing homes

• Scottish Braille Press – braille, large print and audio formats

Royal Blind



• 1300 veterans with sight loss (regardless of cause)

• Outreach and rehabilitation with national coverage

• Two specialist activity centres

Scottish War Blinded



1 million currently alive do or will live with sight loss at some point

171,000 are living with sight loss 

(and 20-25 more a day will begin to lose their sight)

90,000 over 75 are living with sight loss

50,000 are living with age-related macular degeneration

In Scotland…



















• Only 17 per cent of people experiencing sight loss are offered emotional 

support in relation to their deteriorating vision

• Less than one in three registered blind and partially sighted people 

were offered mobility training

• Only one in five received any practical support around the home

• Only one in four registered blind or partially sighted people of working 

age is in employment

In Scotland…



THANK YOU

Mark O’Donnell

Chief Executive

Royal Blind & Scottish War Blinded

mark.odonnell@royalblind.org

0131 229 1456
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